
This document may be altered or amended at any time to align with new and constantly changing COVID-19 
guideline recommendations issued at the county, state, or national level regarding health and safety.
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Central DeWitt Families, Students, and Staff, 

As we prepare for the 2020-2021 school year, many people have been working hard to 
develop our Central DeWitt Return to Learn Plan. We are committed to a continued 
focus on academic excellence as well as providing for the health, safety, and 
emotional well-being of students, staff, and community. 

Our plan is designed to anticipate what education can look like in the presence of 
COVID-19 and the many different challenges it provides us. I am proud of the work 
that has been done by staff members from all areas of our organization. Based on 
guidance from the state health and education officials, Central DeWitt has created 
models for Onsite Learning, Online Learning, and Hybrid Learning. Our plan includes a 
flexible approach, understanding that we may start the school year with one 
instructional schedule model and, as new information becomes available about health 
and safety, we may transition to a different model.

The intent of this document is to provide an overview of the Central DeWitt Return to 
Learn Plan. The plan is based on the information that we have available now. It is 
likely that information will change over time. We will continue to work closely with our 
public health officials, education partners, and community government. As conditions 
change, we will adapt our plan accordingly. The health and safety of our students, 
staff, and community is always our top priority. It will take all of us working 
collaboratively to make our plans a success for the students of Central DeWitt. I am 
confident that together we will achieve this.

Sincerely,

Dr. Dan Peterson
Superintendent
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Students and staff will be required to wear protective face covering over their nose and mouth. Our staff will 
work with and support PK-12 students with strategies to safely wear face coverings. The Clinton County 
Mask Force will provide everyone with two masks but please consider purchasing additional face coverings 
as they will need to be cleaned daily. 

All students and staff are required to self screen and take their temperature prior to entering the school 
building. Stay home if you are showing any signs or symptoms of COVID-19 and/or have a temperature at or 
above 100.4 degrees fahrenheit.   

If a student or staff member is experiencing symptoms of an illness they will stay home. Symptoms may 
include but not limited to:
■ Fever over 100.4-per CDC, chills, body aches
■ Active vomiting
■ Active diarrhea
■ Cough and/or shortness of breath
■ New, undiagnosed rash
■ Sudden loss of smell and/or taste
■ Sore throat
■ Runny nose/congestion
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-testing/symptoms.html

No outside visitors will be allowed, including parents, guest speakers, volunteers, and other family members

No field trips will be planned 

Parents/guardians will be contacted if a student’s face to face learning routine needs to be altered or 
temporarily discontinued due to exposure to COVID-19

In grades 7th-12th, backpacks will be used instead of lockers

Efforts will be made to limit the number of students in common areas (cafeteria, media center, hallways…)

TRANSPORTATION
■ Buses will be filled from the back to the front
■ The bus immediately behind the driver will be left empty
■ We encourage family members to share seats whenever possible

Drinking fountains will be turned off but water bottle filling stations will be available. Students are 
encouraged to bring their own water bottle 

To view the full plan please visit https://www.cd-csd.org/return-to-learn-2020-2021/health-and-safety-plan/
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Please know that these numbers 
are not set in stone, and anything 
we do will follow the guidance of 
the Department of Public Health as 
we work through this
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IN PERSON LEARNING is a face to face delivery model for all students. This pathway includes safety 
measures that include facial coverings and additional cleaning. A safe building reopening will be combined with 
opportunities to determine student learning needs and address unfinished instruction. Social emotional needs and 
well-being will also be a priority when students and staff return to buildings for onsite learning. 

VIRTUAL LEARNING  is a continuous learning model that is delivered online and will be implemented as the 
need arises. This is a required model that will include new learning and required participation of all students. 
Consistent learning management systems will be important for families should the online learning model be put 
into place. Central DeWitt will be using Seesaw as a learning platform at the elementary level, Google Classroom 
at the intermediate level, and Canvas at the secondary level. 

FAMILY-CHOSEN ONLINE LEARNING 
Every family has the option to choose online learning for the 20-21 school year. This option will be 
provided by teachers in our district. We originally were planning to outsource this with a company called 
Edgenuity. After much consideration, we have decided to provide this option locally. A couple of things to 
keep in mind regarding the online option for individual families:

● Limited Class Selection - There are certain courses that will not be offered online.  These would 
primarily be courses that require hands-on student experiences, whether with manipulatives that 
are utilized with the school or courses that require special equipment (Career & Technical 
Education, STEM, etc.)

● Guided Reading and Guided Math will be limited in frequency
● Band and choir will not be available for online instruction
● Online instruction cannot be combined with in-person course offerings.  Students that are doing 

online instruction, will be completely online.
● This option is not considered homeschool.  Any student using online learning would still receive a 

grade and credit for work completed.
● If at any time the district moves to 100% virtual learning, students using the online model would 

integrate into the 100% virtual instruction provided to all students
● Information and instruction will be shared between students and teachers with our online 

platforms: 
■ Elementary School (K-3): Seesaw
■ Intermediate School (4-6): Google Classroom
■ Middle School & High School (7-12): Canvas

● This option is not available for preschool students

WHAT WILL INSTRUCTION AND CURRICULUM LOOK LIKE FOR A 100% ONLINE STUDENT?
K-6: Online learners who are expected to “attend” school every day will be assigned to a Central DeWitt 
teacher just like they would if they were participating in onsite learning. Assignments for a classroom, 
whether online or onsite, will be posted in SeeSaw for K-3 students and Google Classroom for 4-6 
students. Teachers and students will access the district curriculum and learning goals, in common for all 
students, regardless of where a student is attending school. 100% online learning will be a combination 
of live virtual instruction and learning that is paced by the home learner. A weekly schedule for lessons 
and check-ins will be provided to the student and family no later than Friday prior to instruction in the 
coming week. We might want to add a little here about what a possible schedule could look like:

7-12: Students choosing the 100% online model will access their instruction/assignments through 
Canvas. They will also have access to teacher recorded lessons and scheduled synchronous (live) 
learnings. Because students will have access to a variety of resources while at home, they will receive 
authentic assessments such as “Free Response” questions, demonstrations, produce a recorded 
presentation, online group or partner discussions, etc. Students will be required to be proficient in the 
same course standards. Details will be found in the course syllabus once the course starts. 6



On July 30, 2020 Governor Reynolds released the following guidance to determine when we should use our three instructional 
plans:  In-Person, Hybrid, and Virtual. All of the state’s recommendations are based on the percentage of positive covid tests, 
among those who were tested any given day, within our specific county.  The number we will be looking at is the 14-day rolling 
average of positive cases in our county.

The following is how we will determine which instructional model we should be using:
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The social emotional health and well-being of Central DeWitt’s teachers, staff, students, and families is 
first and foremost in planning for the 2020-2021 school year. In our current public health crisis, we have 
the potential for high levels of stress among adults and students, and we know that the economic impact 
and potential for grief and loss could create prolonged impacts on our community. It’s important for 
educators to prioritize our own wellbeing so that we can continue to be present for students in the weeks 
and months ahead.

Students need a safe and supportive environment through welcoming routines and clear expectations. 
Student connectedness and belonging increases engagement--even one relationship with a caring adult 
makes a difference. Instruction in social-emotional skills promotes resilience and achievement. All adults 
are responsible for monitoring the social-emotional behavioral needs of students and consulting with 
school counselors when a concern is present. We feel the following are four major components of social 
emotional health and wellbeing:

■ Establishing a routine and maintaining clear communication
■ Relationships and well-being
■ Sense of Safety
■ Connectedness

The four components will be addressed through the following:

■ Classroom activities, such as classroom meetings, team building, and a focus on establishing school 
wide expectations with students 
■ Weekly guidance lessons in grades K-6
■ Tiered counseling services (small groups, individual, and developing plans of assistance)
■ Each building with have a school based therapist on-site that will provide services for students 
(Provided by Bridgeview)  
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Creating equitable learning opportunities is of the utmost importance to Central DeWitt educators and 
families. Equity in this context is focused on ensuring all students:

1. Have access to a free and appropriate public education (FAPE)
2. Are able to access the Iowa Content Standards
3. Have the support needed to progress in their learning. 

As we plan our Return to Learn, we have a unique opportunity to ensure students with disabilities and 
other special populations are fully integrated into every aspect of preparation and participation, and to 
ensure the needs of all students are addressed and the decision benefits all students, staff, and families.

SPECIAL EDUCATION
The provision of special education services and support services across any of the learning pathways 
are predicated on the following core beliefs:

■ IEPs will direct the provision of special education services.
■ While teachers strive to assist students to increase academic achievement time will also be allocated 
to address students' social and emotional needs.
■ Focused instruction tightly aligned with both Core Curriculum standards as well as IEP goals will be 
provided to each student.

The individual needs of each student will be identified and ways of meeting these needs will be 
addressed under each of the delivery models. Through collaboration, a team will review the specific 
associate supports listed in student’s IEPs as being provided when the student is at school. This team 
will then determine those associate supports, if any, that will be necessary during implementation of 
hybrid or online learning. The Department of Education has made a remote learning plan a required part 
of Individualized Learning Programs (IEPs). This remote learning plan will be discussed as an IEP team 
and be added to the IEP by no later than the annual review meeting. It is a goal of our district to add 
these remote learning plans to the IEP by October 9, 2020.

ENGLISH LEARNERS
The Central DeWitt Return to Learn Plan is designed to ensure English learners and their families have 
equitable access to materials and instruction. Educators will consider students' levels of language 
proficiency and plan for instruction and assessment that will allow them access to materials and tasks. 

GIFTED EDUCATION
As a part of providing equitable instruction, it is important to establish accelerated and enriched learning 
opportunities, including time for collaborative teams to identify students and plan for appropriately 
rigorous advanced learning. 

AT-RISK LEARNERS 
As part of the Return to Learn plan, we need to be aware of and have an increased understanding of the 
many challenges and barriers students and families face due to trauma and various aspects of their 
environment and identities. All staff need to take a trauma-informed approach. Students who were 
already at-risk are more vulnerable than ever, and student engagement is critical to equity for at-risk 
learners. Building relationships with students and their caregivers and creating community partnerships 
will help increase student engagement.
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**The first day of preschool for the 20-21 school year is Thursday, August 27th**
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Bus routes for both in-town and rural routes will run as they have in past school years. The following procedures 
have been put in place to make it as safe as possible for students and drivers:

■ Buses will be filled from back to front
■ The seat immediately behind the driver will be left empty
■ If possible, we encourage family members to share seats when possible
■ Masks will be required for any student using school transportation
■ Bus drivers will keep daily records of who was on the bus to ensure a comprehensive record of student 
interactions. 

Ongoing feedback among the school and community stakeholders is an essential component for the 
success of the Central DeWitt Return to Learn plan. The content, type, and frequency of communication 
will be determined by our needs. Communication will consist of proactive measures to prepare internal 
and external stakeholders for the Return to Learn Plan and responsive measures that may occur due to 
circumstances indicating a change to the plan. The plan will support routine communication with parents 
and staff regarding steps the school is taking to promote health and safety of students and staff. 

Specific communication to parents of Central Community School district:

■ With emphasis on protecting student and staff confidentiality and HIPPA and FERPA guidelines, parents will be 
notified by letter if their child has been exposed to a confirmed case of COVID-19. Please keep in mind test results 
can take several days for public health to confirm a positive case in a school.   
■ Any change in delivery model  (in person, hybrid, virtual) for the entire district or an entire building in the district, 
will be communicated to all students, parents, guardians and community members. Decisions regarding changes 
in instructional models will be made following guidance from the Iowa Department of Public Health.
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I want my child to attend school but is unable/unwilling to wear a mask, what do I need to do?
■ Contact your doctor to receive a medical excusal from our mask policy. 
■ Once you have the medical excusal contact the building principal or school nurse to set up a 
conversation.

Will teachers be enforcing mask wearing if a child is refusing to wear one?
A student will not be allowed to be in a classroom without a mask.

What about social distancing?
We will do our best when possible to keep distance between students but cannot guarantee six feet 
social distancing at all times throughout the day. 

CAFETERIA
■ Discontinue the practice of self serve lines.
■ Students will utilize disposable paper products and utensils for meals in each cafeteria.
■ Students will wear masks until they are seated.
■ Free drinking water will be available with disposable cups in the cafeteria.

Will students be using their lockers? 
No, please see below for plans regarding lockers/cubbies during the school day.
■ PK-6: Teachers will release students in small groups to go to their lockers for coats, etc. Students 
will have their own locker or cubby space.
■ 7-12: While in the hybrid model, students will not use hallway lockers to allow for social distancing. 
Students will be able to keep their backpacks with them throughout the day.
 
Since water fountains will be turned off, will kids be able to bring their own bottle of water? 
Drinking fountains will be turned off. Water bottle filling stations will be available. Students may bring 
their own water bottle.

Will the protocols announced (i.e. masks, sanitizing etc) be the minimum that will be done for the full semester 
since we are committing based on what safety protocols are in place?
District policies may be altered or amended at any time to align with new and constantly changing 
COVID-19 health and safety guideline recommendations issued at the county, state or national level.

What will sanitization look like?
■ Buildings: Custodians will be cleaning and disinfecting restrooms daily with a non-acid disinfectant. 
The Disinfectant has a 72 hour kill claim. Classroom desks will be disinfected every 2 days or as 
needed using the same products. All high touch surfaces such as entry doors to the buildings and 
classrooms and light switches will be cleaned daily or as needed throughout the day.
■ Transportation: Drivers will be using a different product that comes in aerosol/fogging cans that can 
be sprayed at the end of each day that will completely disinfect the bus in 10 minutes of dwell time and 
remain active for at least 24 hours.

Will there be sharing of pens, pencils, markers and glue bottles? 
Students will not be sharing individual supplies. In certain situations (ex. science labs) sharing 
materials is unavoidable, in those instances materials will be sanitized.

What is the procedure for picking up my child during the school day?
If a student needs to leave school during the day for any reason, families will remain outside in their 
vehicle and phone the office. Students will be escorted out of the building.

Will there be mask breaks throughout the day?
We will be providing mask breaks for our students by going outside and getting some fresh air at 
different times during the day, as long as we can guarantee social distancing. 
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What will virtual learning look like for families who are unable to stay home with their elementary children every 
day due to work obligations?
We will be developing a schedule for our teachers to deliver instruction via Zoom. Students will have the 
opportunity to learn synchronously, in real time, or asynchronously, watching the lesson at a time that 
best fits family circumstances/schedule. We will be using the Seesaw platform for teachers to pass 
along the content and provide feedback and for students to submit their work. All students will have 
access to an iPad for them to allow them access to these and other educational programs.

Are teachers going to provide instructions to parents on how to best teach children (i.e. children losing attention, 
healthy vs unhealthy motivation techniques, daily/weekly schedule)?
We will be working together in our PBIS (Positive Behavioral Intervention & Supports) team and 
Parent & Family Engagement team to help provide guidance for parents in ways to best support the 
education of their child. We will be having teachers establish schedules to be shared out for what items 
will need to be completed on a daily and weekly basis.

What support will the school provide to have each child receive the best education possible during a pandemic?
Guidance Counselor's across the district will be working to develop resources to help teachers and 
parents address the Social Emotional and Behavioral health of students.  Additionally, we are front 
loading professional learning days for teachers to provide them the opportunity to learn more about 
blended learning and virtual learning teaching practices that best serve the needs of their students.  As 
you can imagine the current situation we are in has caused us to reevaluate how we operate as a 
school. With every decision we are weighing the health and safety guidance we are receiving, feasibility, 
and developmentally best practice for educating students.  We have learned a lot from the spring and 
hope regardless of what learning framework we are in, our goal is to provide our students with rich 
educational opportunities.

Will grades at the high school be reported as standards that convert to a letter grade again or will pass/fail 
be used?
We will not be using pass/fail-credit/no credit this year. We will use letter grades as we have in the past.

Will students be grouped in pods to limit exposure?  If so how will that look for students who are in 
self-contained classrooms going out for classes that are listed on their IEPs? 
We are going to cohort students as much as possible in grades K-6. IEP teams will be exploring the 
delivery model for students on IEPs.

If we do the hybrid learning, how will special education student’s minutes be met? 
Minutes will be determined case by case within the IEP team. They will be documented and logged on 
Page I of the IEP. Special education teachers will be receiving additional guidance regarding this from 
their building administrators.

Who will be responsible for meeting the minutes of IEP students if those student’s parents choose to keep them 
home because they are in the high risk category? Will it be the teacher who has these students on their roster?  
Will that teacher be required to do in person, possibly online (if in hybrid model) and go to the students homes to 
meet their minutes? 
These decisions will be made collectively within the IEP team for each particular student.  

Has there been any new mandates or regulations in regards to service times for IEPs if we switch back and 
forth from hybrid and virtual or face to face?  Is homebound instruction an option for some IEP students?
IEP teams will be working through Page I to determine services for hybrid and virtual models. 
Homebound instruction would be something that would also be determined by an IEP team considering 
all circumstances.  
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If we choose virtual or homeschool for our children, can they still participate in extracurricular activities?
There is nothing regarding delivery model choice that would make them ineligible if they are 
otherwise eligible.

If a parent decides to homeschool, are they allowed to change their mind if things would happen to improve? 
Parents who homeschool are always welcome to register and join their resident public school at any 
time.

Or if a parent plans to send their child to school, can they change their mind and start homeschooling?
Likewise, parents can choose to withdraw from their resident public school and homeschool at any 
time.

Will kids have PE and/or recess??
Yes, PE and recess will be part of the school day. Masks will be worn during recess and PE.

I have a child doing personal fitness – how is the weight room disinfected between users? 
Equipment is wiped down between users on equipment

If we choose online learning for our family, do we have to commit to a full semester?
No, now that we are providing online learning through with our own staff families can come back 
when they are ready rather than commit to a full semester. 

 

Will there be temperature screenings prior to entering school buildings?
No. The district asks that you take your student’s temperature before coming to school.

When students arrive at school do they go directly to the classrooms? Do they stay in their classrooms until 
their bus/car arrives at dismissal? 
Each building principal is working out the procedures for student arrival and dismissal that would limit 
student’s congregating together. Please look for details as we approach the start of the school year.

 What happens if a person presents symptoms at school?
A student or staff member who has a temperature or is presenting symptoms of COVID-19 will be 
isolated in a special area of the nurse’s office and assessed. If the student has a fever, the parent will 
be contacted to pick up the student as soon as possible and asked to call their healthcare provider. 
Custodial staff will be informed to clean workspaces used by the symptomatic person. Siblings of the 
symptomatic student will also be assessed.

What happens if there is a positive COVID-19 case?
Administration will coordinate with local health officials to determine the course of action. This will 
allow local health officials to help us determine appropriate next steps, including whether extended 
dismissal of all students and staff is needed to stop or slow further spread of COVID-19. These 
decisions will be on a case-by-case basis.

How will the district alert the community of a COVID-19 case at a school?
When a student or staff member tests positive for COVID-19, the district will immediately contact the 
Clinton County Health Department who will help guide our decision and conduct contact tracing as 
required. We must also be cognizant of student privacy under the Family Educational Rights and 
Privacy Act (FERPA). Parents will be notified by letter if their child has been exposed to a confirmed 
case of COVID-19. Please keep in mind test results can take several days for public health to confirm a 
positive case in a school.  
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If we choose the online learning option for our family, will my child still take state assessments?
Yes, if your family chooses online learning, your child will still need to take state assessments. At this 
time, there are two assessments required by the state:

■ FAST Universal Screener: This is administered three times per year, at the beginning, middle, and  
end. We are working on the details and will keep you all posted but this assessment will be able to be 
taken in your home on the school provided device (laptop or iPad)

■ Iowa Statewide Assessment of Student Progress (ISASP): This assessment is given in the Spring to 
every student across the state in grades 3rd-11th. We do not have details about what the administration 
of this assessment will look like for families in the online option but will keep you posted as the year 
progresses.
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