AUGUST 3, 2020
Update Regarding Governor & Department of Education Guidance
Central DeWitt CSD Family,
This is the first of a few emails you will receive this week, as we have several documents that are now ready
for distribution. The first is regarding guidance from the State that we received the end of last week.
As you may know, Governor Reynolds held a press conference last Thursday where she made some announcements regarding schools, and when we should use our three instructional plans: In-Person, Hybrid,
and Virtual. The press conference was followed up with a Zoom session with the Iowa Department of Education where they went through their guidance for schools in making these decisions.
All of their recommendations are based on the percentage of positive Covid tests, among those who were
tested any given day, within our specific county. The numbers school districts will be looking at are a 14day rolling average of positive cases in our county. I am attaching the full guidance from the Iowa Department of Education so you can review it on your own if you’d like, but the following is what we’ll be looking
at to determine which instructional model we should be using.
If we’re at 0-5%, which they’re calling “none to minimal”, we should be In-Person
If we’re at 6-14%, which they’re calling “minimal to moderate”, we should be In-Person, while allowing for
Hybrid with parent preference or student quarantine
If we’re at 15-20%, which they’re calling “substantial controlled”, we should consider Hybrid learning, based
on parent preference or student quarantine, and we could apply for up to 14 days of Virtual learning.
If we’re at greater than 20%, which they’re calling “substantial uncontrolled”, we should be considering
applying for a waiver with the Iowa Department of Education to move forward with Virtual learning.
Please know that these numbers are not set in stone, and anything we do will follow the guidance of the
Department of Public Health as we work through this. I’ve also been working Public Health and Clinton
County Management, and our current 14-day rolling average is 10.1%. I’ve attached the spreadsheet they
provided this morning, showing our County numbers. With this percentage, we are planning on being
In-Person when we begin on August 24. If this changes, we will certainly communicate it as quickly as we
can.
I will be sending our Parent Handbook, Health & Safety Plan, and Frequently Asked Questions soon that
will answer more questions we have been working through.
Please contact me with any questions you have, and I will do my best to respond to them in a timely
manner.
Sincerely,
Dr. Dan Peterson, Superintendent

