July 23, 2020
Central DeWitt CSD Parents & Community,
We’d like to update you on some of the decisions that have been made for our Return to Learn plans.
All three plans are still a work in progress, but please know the safety of our students and staff has
been our number one priority throughout this process.
We are now sharing our plans with the public, but a final decision as to what plan we will use on
August 24th will not come until we are closer to that date. Just like our staff is preparing for all three
plans, we ask that our families prepare for all three plans as well. We are very much in a fluid situation
where there is potential for floating back and forth between all three plans with short notice
throughout the 2020-2021 school year.
Our three plans include the following (please the last page of this document for further explanation):





In-Person Learning: All students are in our buildings doing a regular school schedule.
Hybrid Learning: Half of our students are with us at a time. Half of our students will be placed
into a Monday-Tuesday group (Group A). The other half of our students will be placed into a
Thursday-Friday group (Group B). Group A and B will rotate every other Wednesday. This plan
was designed to meet the Iowa Department of Education’s 50% in-person learning
requirement. Our first priority in splitting up our student cohorts is to keep family members
and households together. More information on students assigned to each cohort will be sent
out to parents within the next two weeks.
Virtual Learning: All student instruction will be online. This plan requires a recommendation
from the Department of Public Health and a waiver from the Department of Education, based
on our local virus data.

Another option for families, completely separate from our three plans, is a semesters-long
commitment to an online learning program called Edgenuity. This is a program we stand behind and
a good option for those unable to attend school. We would also like to share that while we are glad
to be able to offer this option, it is not without concern for our district. We take great pride in the
staff and programming we have in place in our school district and it takes funding to support what we
have in place. For every student that utilizes Edgenuity, over half of the funding we receive for those
students will go directly to Edgenuity rather than supporting the programming and staff we have in
our local school district. We would never choose financial concerns over the safety of your child but
we felt compelled to share this information in hopes you will continue supporting the Central DeWitt

Community School District the best way possible. For those that would would like more information
on Edgenuity, please view their video library at https://www.edgenuity.com/video-library/ .
The Iowa Department of Education would like us to return with all of our students in the classrooms
on Aug. 24. If this changes, it will be with guidance and recommendations from the Iowa Department
of Education as well as the Iowa Department of Public Health. Whether we have all of our students
with us at the same time, or if we follow the Hybrid plan, we want to make sure we’re doing so as
safely as possible. With this in mind, the following will be in place as we begin the school year:
 We will not be allowing visitors into our building. We will do as much as we can through the
intercoms at our doorways. If students need to be picked up, they will go outside to meet their
parents. We will not be having guest speakers or volunteers in the schools. We feel we need
to do as much as we can to limit who has access to our buildings.
 We will not be going on field trips outside of our buildings for the same reason. We need to
make sure we’re controlling the environment our students and staff are in as much as possible.
 Students and staff will be required to wear masks while in our buildings. All students will be
provided with a mask from the Mask Taskforce. Students will also be able to wear their own
masks. We need to keep our classrooms and schools open as long as possible, and having
everyone wear a mask appears to be the best way to do that. We will also allow exemptions
for families who have special circumstances. We will handle this case by case. We hope that
students who are unable to wear a mask would be able to wear face shields.
 School transportation will remain the same as in past years, but students will be required to
wear masks while being transported.
 There will be increased cleaning and sanitizing throughout the buildings. Proper handwashing
will also be extremely important for all of us.


We have new health and safety guidelines that will be implemented for ill and exposed
students and staff.
o All students and staff are required to take their temperature at home daily and perform
a self-screening before coming to the school buildings. A fever is defined as above or
equal to 100.4 degrees Fahrenheit.
o If a student or staff member is experiencing symptoms of an illness they will stay home.
Symptoms may include but not limited to:


Fever over 100.4-per CDC, chills, body aches



Active vomiting



Active diarrhea



Cough and/or shortness of breath



New, undiagnosed rash



Sudden loss of smell and/or taste

We understand you would like us to choose one plan and commit to that decision, but the current
circumstances make that impossible. I can tell you we’re going to start on August 24 and once we get
closer to that date and know what health conditions look like in our area we will be able to determine

whether we’re going to be in-person, hybrid, or virtual. This is why we strongly encourage you to have
a plan in place for all scenarios. I am in regular communication with the Iowa Department of
Education and the Iowa Department of Public Health whose guidance we continue to receive and
follow. As soon as we determine which plan is best for our district we will share that information
immediately.
This may be a challenging year, but if we all work together, keeping our students in mind like we
always do, we can provide the best possible chance for our students to thrive despite the
circumstances. Thank you for your suggestions and your willingness to adapt and support the Central
DeWitt Community School District!
Sincerely,

Dr. Dan Peterson, Superintendent

