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“When nothing seems to help, I go look at the stonecutter 

hammering away at his rock perhaps a hundred times without as 
much as a crack showing in it.  Yet at the hundred and first blow it 
will split in two, and I know it was not that blow that did it, but all 

that had gone before.” 
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 GAME DAYGAME DAY
GIRLS GOLF head Coach  TROY Steffens 

I would like to let my Senior Golfers know how deeply sorry I am that they did not have the opportunity to compete 
in their final season. I want to thank each of them for their dedication and countless hours of practice over the last 
3 seasons. This particular group of girls has been a part of one of the most successful 3 year runs in program history. 
The excitement and enjoyment going into a meet knowing that you can compete with anyone is what you strive for 
as a coach and player, and we definitely achieved that over the past several years. Each of these girls has not only 
improved their golf games, but they have become ladies on the course who displayed golf etiquette, they were 
willing to enforce the rules fairly to all players, which can be awkward and uncomfortable, but they are the officials 
on the course and it speaks volumes of their character. Each of them was a leader in their own way and this is what 
allowed us to be a TEAM which had great success even when one player had an off day their teammates would 
pick them up. I want to wish each of you success in your future endeavors, remember you will get out of things what 
you put into them! I know you will all find success and please continue to pursue your love for the game of golf. A 
chip and a putt will always keep you close to those pars that we are always searching for! 
 
 Boys Golf   head Coach  Jen Froeschle 

A Note to the Boys Golf "Seniors" (Tucker Kinney, Devin Mumm, and Alex McAleer) As a coach I am so bummed I 
won't get to coach you all this year.  As a golfer myself, I am so glad that you have chosen to play a sport that you 
will be able to enjoy for a lifetime!  There will be many more rounds ahead for all of you and for that I am so 
thankful.  Tucker you were poised to have a great senior season and to be a great leader for our team.  What 
awesome experiences you were able to have in your three years as a Saber golfer. Three trips to the State 
Tournament and two State Championships. As a freshman who had played very little competitive golf to State 
Individual Runner-up as a sophomore.  You embody the golf saying "grip it and rip it".  Best of luck to you as you 
continue your sports career in college playing football!  Devin your sense of humor and easygoing attitude will surely 
be missed.  I was looking forward to seeing if you could make it to some Varsity meets this year and excited to see 
your improvement. In addition, congratulations on a great Bowling career and best of luck in the coming years!  I 
sure do wish I got to coach you Alex.  I commend you for trying something new your senior year and was looking 
forward to helping you get better.  I know you would have made a great teammate and contributed to our team.  Best 
of luck at Kirkwood as you continue to play baseball!  Looking forward to a great golf season in the fall as we enter 
the MAC. Congratulations to all of the seniors! 
 
Girls & boys tennis co-head Coaches carl small/dave moore 

The Central DeWitt Boys inaugural tennis season was suspended and ultimately cancelled before the first practice 
was held.  Nolan Haack (Sr.) and Nathan Bieber (Sr.) were poised to lead this team and could be frequently seen 
preparing for the season on the Central Dewitt tennis courts.  Hunter Manatt has proven to be a very fine tennis 
player with solid strokes and a good understanding of the game.  He will be fun to watch next year and a great 
leader to build the team around.  Promising up and comers:  Hunter Manatt, Gibson McEwen, and Noah Thein 
 
Likewise, the Central DeWitt Girls inaugural tennis season was first suspended and then cancelled.  In addition to 
her track prowess, Carly Small proved to be a very scrappy and competitive tennis player and would have likely 
secured the number one position on the ladder.  The future looks bright for the girl’s program with many athletic and 
interested girls who are competitive by nature.  Promising up and comers:  Elaina Schroeder, Audrey Small, Lexy 
Cooper, and Taylor Veach   
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GAME DAYGAME DAY

GIRLS track head Coach  eric Olson 
  MS  C. Waterbury/M. Burbach 
  Coach A. Cram/K. Moulton/ 
   k. burmester 

The 2020 Senior class is one that will live in my memory and my heart for years to come.  They are a talented group 
of athletes that helped us to achieve great things.  Competitively, they are terrific: hundreds of team points scored, 
several meet wins, several State Qualifiers, some State medals, and a school record.  Competitive as they are, 
however, their greatest impact is in their leadership.  Our runners: Crystal, Kyleen, Alina, Chloe, Hannah, Cassidy, 
and Carly have created a consistent and positive foundation for the hard-work culture that has defined our team 
over the years.  They create an atmosphere that encourages everyone to reach for their best, and gives space to 
every athlete to push their personal limits without concern of failure or ridicule or jealousy.  Our throwers: Maggie, 
LeaAnn, Emma, and Roban have developed the most close-knit group I have seen as a coach.  Our throwers are 
a family within the family, and it is because of the caring, consistent leadership of these four girls.  Their leadership 
has grown our throws group to the largest it has ever been with some of the best performances we have seen in 
the past 15 years.  It is heartbreaking to lose this season for many reasons.  We are losing out on some great 
performances, great leadership, and a lot of joy and friendship.  However, the legacy that these senior girls are 
leaving us will live on in the underclassmen, in the impact they had on the coaches, and in the teams to come that 
will benefit from the culture they helped shape.  We, as a Track and Field family would like to thank each and every 
senior for all they have done for us, and we wish each all of the best in the bright futures that they are about to  
pursue.   

Boys track   head coach Jason Lansing  
    ms e. vance/G. Gallagher 
     Coach  T. kinney/C. Chapman/ 
      cl. waterbury 

The end result of this 2020 season is not what we had planned.  I feel heartbroken for our team and the 11 seniors 
who many of them had their last chance to compete in high school sports taken away from them.  Like many of you 
that made a commitment to this team, commit and prepare yourself for your next opportunity and support each other 
during this unprecedented time.  I want to thank this senior class for building a solid foundation for our program and 
I will remember this group as it is the first class I had as a head coach all four years.  Continue to be a Saber and 
support the Sabers now and forever.  I look forward to seeing each of your grow into young adults and realize that 
our coaches and I are always only a phone call or email away.  Go Sabers!  Seniors:  Julian Arndt, Elliot Boesch, 
Reece Eggers, Jeff Fuller, Austin Henschel, Logan Henschel, Zach Hinkle, Tanner Naeve, Michael Paul,  
Logan Paulsen, Johnny Samora. 

Special olympics Coordinator megan Jackson 

Our Unified Champion team along with our Special Olympics team has several seniors this year.  These seniors 
have been instrumental in organizing school wide events, planning fundraisers and special activities for the team 
outside of competitions, and serving on our leadership committee.  They have shown the school what it means to 
be truly inclusive and to treat everyone with respect!! They have truly been role models to everyone.  Our Unified 
Champion team members have competed alongside of the athletes and have cheered them on in every aspect of  
their lives.   We will truly miss all of our seniors and wish them luck in their future!   
Senior Unified Team Members- Carmen Anderson, Maddie Vinson 
Senior Athlete- Dakota Crews 
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GAME DAYGAME DAY

 
GIRLS soccer head Coach  tom portz 
  Coach Kayla Lancaster 

Class of 2020: I’d like to take this time to address the senior class of 2020 Girls Soccer team. We started working 
out over the winter, with an eye on a new start and a new season. Gone was a rebuilding year and in came a new 
optimism of a great spring season. Unfortunately, we never got the chance to see just how all our hard work would 
pay off. Covid put a dampener on what I’m sure would have been some great games, great times with teammates 
and some great laughs. I want to say “THANK YOU “, especially to you seniors who missed their last chance to 
play high school soccer. I want to say thank you to the 4-year players who came into the girls team with me. We 
enjoyed some great success, winning a Conference Championship our first season together and just missing State. 
2 goals were all that separated us from that goal. I also want to say thank you for all the hard work last season as 
we were short on players and had to work harder and take on extra minutes without a sub. You all pushed through 
and did a great job. You set the tone for the future. Set a work ethic and showed the way to the underclassmen for 
what it takes to win and be successful. I’m sure as you move into the world beyond high school, you will use that 
same work ethic to be successful in whatever path you choose, whether that be college or a career. Good luck for 
the future and I’m proud to have coached you! 
 
boyS soccer head Coach  bob fout 
  Coach drew mcnamara 

As I reflect on the season that might have been, I am overwhelmed with disappointment. Yet feel so thankful and 
blessed. It has been such an honor to coach these young men over the past two years. These kids have been such 
a driving force for our team. Their leadership and sportsmanship for their younger teammates has been impressive. 
It is truly a loss for all of us to not be able to participate in competitive sports with them in the last year of their high 
school career. Their enthusiasm and work ethic has been contagious. Competitive sports are a fantastic way for 
our youth to learn discipline, integrity, sportsmanship and how to manage the ups and downs in life. However, the 
lessons are not lost. Our seniors are being forced to complete their final academic year of high school in the most 
unprecedented time in our history. These young men have the integrity to manage this and manage it well. They 
will GROW from this. I encourage their teammates to continue to watch them as they maneuver through the 
challenges this situation will bring. They are the young men that will be pressing into their studies to finish the year 
strong. They will be the ones following the recommended guidelines for safety and they are the ones who will be 
identifying, and meeting needs for those who cannot do for themselves in their community.  Our school and 
community can be extremely proud of the young men of the Central DeWitt Sabers graduating class of 2020 I know 
I am. Thank you to all of you. I have learned from you. You are amazing young men and I look forward to watching  
you rise above the CORONA VIRUS circumstances and follow the path for your future. God Bless all of You!  

Ezra Onken, Caleb Pace, Karsen Kettwick, Jacob Diercks, Matt Roling, Ethan Pierce and my two Foreign Exchange 
students Eduardo Carriegas and Damien Van Erp, Thank You all for everything you have done.  Coach Fout 
 
Saber signing day: 
If you missed the online Saber Signing Day, login to the website below and see where our College 
Athletes are  heading  fall.  We missed  a couple  on  the  video.  Carson  Deppe  signed  to Illinois  
Central  for  Livestock  Judging  and  Olivia  Ziegler  will  play Club Rugby at the University of Iowa. 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=klSn6q1y4u0&t=2s  
 



          S AB E R  spotlight 
SENIOR:  Zach Hinkle 
Activities & Honors: Football, Basketball, Track, 
FCA, NHS. All-District /Conference and Academic 
All-District/Conference in Football and Basketball. 
Hobbies: Playing sports, video games, gardening, 
hanging with friends 
Role Model/Sports Hero: Any Iowa State Football 
or Basketball player. 
Favorite Sports Tradition: Football team bonding on 
the weekends. 
Future Plans: Attend Iowa State University in the 
fall and study Architecture. 
Favorite Saber Memory: Participating in the State 
Track Meet. 
Something people don't know… I have a super cool 
fish named Peaches. 
 

SENIOR:   Audrey McAleer 
Activities & Honors: Activities— National Honor 
Society, FBLA, Athletic Leadership Council, Golf (1st. 
Team All-WaMaC/23rd Place at 2019 3A State Golf 
Tournament), and Youth Group, Honor Roll. 
Role Model/Sports Hero: Ms. Beilke  
Favorite Sports Tradition: Having team breakfast right 
before all Invitational meets at home. 
Future Plans: I will be attending St. Ambrose 
University to play Golf as a Fighting Bee and pursue a 
career in Occupational Therapy.  
Favorite Saber Memory: Reaching both personal and 
team goals of making it to the 2019 3A State Golf 
Tournament.  
Something people don’t know… That the first time I 
drove a golf cart, I drove it into a tree and my brother 
flew right out of the front window. 
 

SENIOR:  Emma Kizer 
Activities & Honors: Track and Field, Speech, Band, 
Drama, NHS. Honors: Governor’s Scholar, Des 
Moines Register Academic All-State Nominee 
Hobbies: Reading, watching movies 
Role Model/Sports Hero: Michelle Obama 
Favorite Sports Tradition: Girl’s Track & Field Talent 
Show 
Future Plans: Attend the University of Northern Iowa 
to major in Criminology and minor in Spanish. 
Favorite Saber Memory: Going to Florida with the 
Band to perform in the halftime show of the Camping 
World Bowl. 
Something people don’t know…  I hope to one day 
live in Maine for a year.  
 

SENIOR:  Caleb Pace 
Activities & Honors: Football, Basketball, Soccer, 
NHS 
Hobbies: Watching sports, video games, staying 
active 
Role Model/Sports Hero: Troy Polamalu 
Favorite Sports Tradition: Touching the rock before 
football games. 
Future Plans: Attend BYU 
Favorite Saber Memory: Waiting in the locker room 
to play Iowa City Liberty for 3 hours during a 
lightning delay for football. 
Something people don’t know: I have memorized 
most of the lines to Nacho Libre. 
 
 

Coach:   Jen Froeschle (Head Boys Golf) 
Family:    Husband Will, Daughter Maggie (14), Max (12)         
HS Attended:    Dubuque Senior High School 
HS Sports:     Golf, Basketball, and Softball 
HS Tradition:    3 RAM Clap   
College:      UNI -4 Year Letter Winner in Golf and Team Captain          
Role Model:   Art Wiegand (HS Softball Coach)     
Favorite Sport Memory:   
Playing Pebble Beach with my husband Will. 
Favorite Saber Moment:   
2019 District Championship at Pin Oak (Boys played gritty back nine  
to go back  to State  after being down several strokes). Baseball Team  
beating Assumption at the State Tournament last year. 
 



 

McGwire Eden   2017  St. Ambrose University   Golf 
Elijah Boesch   2018  Indian Hills Community College Track 
Will DeHaan   2018  Central College    Track 
BJ Frick   2018  University of Dubuque   Bass Fishing 
Jacob Brainerd   2019  Central College    Golf 
Tanner Steffens   2019  William Peace University  Golf 
Wyatt Wegener   2019  Fort Scott Community College  Rodeo 
 

 
 
 

In 1940 Crystal Lake had 20,000 paid admissions with tennis courts, 2 ball diamonds, bowling alley, horse shoe pits 
and 20 cabins.  Consideration was being made by the DeWitt Community Club to build a hospital and the Sewage 
Plant project begins.  The FFA holds it 2nd annual banquet.  The Girl Scout Charter has existed for 10 years and the 
Boy Scouts for just 2 years.  Harry Carnahan, a 125-pound wrestler, enters the District meet with an undefeated 5-0 
record.  The program has existed for just a few years.  Welton, who has boasted some outstanding Girls Basketball 
teams host the Iowa Girls Sectional tournament.  There are 35 boys out for DeWitt Track and. the 2-mile Relay 
(Boyer-Lincoln-Miller-Kirby) break the Davenport Relay record by 7-seconds and school record by 10-seconds with 
a time of 8:50.07.  They qualify for the State meet.  The football team loses to Mount Vernon 7-6 after a missed 
drop-kick.  A Massasauga is captured on a Clinton County farm and brought to school to be viewed in Biology. 
 

2011 graduate Fletcher Paulsen is a young man that I got to watch grow up in our community.  He and our daughter Haley were 
in the same graduating class and were student representatives on the City Council together and have kept in touch since graduation.  
Fletcher was a very talented and motivated student.  He was extremely involved in Fine Arts.  He was a member of the Band and 
Marching Band and was the Saber’s Drum Major his senior year.  He was a talented singer and a member of Choir and Chamber 
Singers, and 3 times was selected to the All-State Honor Choir and was also All-State for Solo/Ensemble.  He participated in 
Plays, Musicals and was a member of All-State Speech.  He was also and outstanding student and was a member of National 
Honor Society and selected to the Student Council, serving as President in his senior year.  He ran track as a freshman and 
sophomore and was a member of the 2009 State Champion Team.  He also loved volleyball and without an opportunity to play 
in organized events served as a Volleyball Manager.  He was also the announcer for our Softball program.  He did all this while 
working two jobs, one at Pizza Hut and one at DeWitt Bank & Trust!  He continued his education at Carthage College in Kenosha, 
Wisconsin, majoring in Music Education. He was a member of Carthage Choir and had the opportunity to tour Ireland, Scotland 
and Spain.  He also toured the Midwest, and got a chance to host a concert in DeWitt, where he finally got to sing in the new 
Performing Arts Center! While in college he was also involved in musicals, the Carthage Crimson Quintet, and a member of 
Delta Upsilon International Fraternity. He worked as a Student Ambassador and an Accompanist for the Music Department. He 
graduated in May of 2015 and began a career at The Prairie School in Racine, Wisconsin where he currently serves as the 5-12 
grade Choir Director and Upper School Public Speaking teacher. He is the Music Director for the 7/8 and Upper School Musicals 
and he is currently the Assistant Varsity Volleyball coach. He spends his summers helping run a Summer Program and Summer 
Musical in LeRoy, Illinois. One week out of the year, he also volunteers as the 9-12-year-old Director at Camp Heart Connection, 
a program of Children's Cancer Connection, which he and his family have been a part of since 1995.  He enjoys playing the piano, 
singing, traveling, cooking, watching Hawkeye football and Chicago Cubs baseball, and visiting his family, always making sure 
to stop by and visit Grandma Fletcher who turned 91 last October. He says he looks back at his time in high school with fond 
memories and really believes his time here set him up for success. 
 
 

2005 Inductee: Bill Homrighausen (Distinguished Graduate) 
William D. Homrighausen is a 1943 DeWitt High School graduate.  During his high school career, Bill was very active in both fine 
arts and athletics.  He lettered in Basketball and Track, wrote for the school newspaper, performed in plays, assisted in the library, 
and was a four-year member of the band.  Bill was Junior Class President in 1941-42 and was elected President of the DeHawk 
Letterman’s Club in 1942-43.  Following graduation, Bill went to work for Iowa Mutual, a job he did for 42 years.  Bill served as 
Secretary to the DeHawk Sports Booster Club.  Bill devoted 15 years to running the clock at Basketball games and 25 years to the 
Public Address announcing at Football.  Early on, Bill was “above the crowd” at all.  Rather calling the game at old DeWitt High 
School from ground level on the sidelines.  He is widely known as “Mr. DeWitt”.  Away from school activities, Bill also works 
tirelessly as an ambassador for the city of DeWitt and local communities.  Bill is active on many committees and foundations, one 
of which annually gives scholarship money to Central DeWitt students that attend Clinton Community College. 
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Footnote 
MANY THANKS:  To our maintenance crew, never did I ask and you did not come through… Keith, Mike, Gary, Lee, Ross, 
Jacob, Dayna, Breezy & Doug… you are the best! A HUGE thank you to all of our Secretaries… Gayle, Sarah, Karey, Tricia, 
Toni and Beth… thanks Karey for partnering with me to organize our programs and keeping me organized!  Thanks Gayle for 
helping with these publications for many years!  Thanks to Brent Yotty & Nick Bellamy for your commitments to do things 
right for our athletes.  Thanks to our Cooks, Custodians and Drivers for your constant efforts and to all our Faculty and Staff 
for your support and friendship for so many years. Laurie, you are awesome and glad we went out together! Thanks to Mike, 
Bill, Terri George, Cyndie & Dr. Peterson.  We have had a great team and thanks for supporting me in so many ways.  A big 
thanks to the WaMaC AD’s, your friendship and time together will be missed.  THANK YOU to all of our Boosters & 
Volunteers, it couldn’t be done without you.  A huge THANK YOU to all of our Coaches/Sponsors for helping build our 
programs and making this a great place to work!  I take great pride in those of you I had as a student/athlete and now colleague!   
To our Students & Athletes, you are really what it is all about and it has been an honor watching you grow and find success.  
Lastly and most important in my life… THANK YOU to my entire family.  I could not have got the enjoyment and satisfaction 
from my job without you.  Casey & Haley I would love to go back and do it all over again but look forward to the road ahead 
with Meghan, Wilson, Landen, Breckyn & more! Jenny, what can I say… you ALWAYS had my back!  You challenged and 
supported me while giving me the freedom to do what I preach… pursue my dreams!  I love you all! 
 Club Notes 

Thanks Kevin Lake, Nick Weber and all the volunteers who spend time developing our youth!  Keep it all in good 
perspective and know that you have the privilege and responsibility to make a positive difference in a young person’s life.  

    FAREWELL everyone!  This is it, and it has been great!!  I have been writing these documents/essays since the fall of 2001, 
with my first edition of “Game Day” for the Friday of the first football game as our head coach.  I have no idea how many people 
have actually read any of them, about 150 since that time. But like many things I have done during my career, I really didn’t do it 
with that in mind.  So, I hope if you have ever looked at one of these, something in it resonated with you, made you think, reflect 
or just smile!  I have had quite an enjoyable, memorable and life-changing career.  Not too many people spend their entire time in 
one place but then not too many get a chance to watch so many great changes in a school and community over the years.  It has 
been awesome and I cannot thank everyone enough, both present and past, for so many great memories.  
    I am not going to rehash something we have all discussed many times in the last several months… what a crazy and 
unprecedented time in our lives that has presented us with so many challenges.  I have to admit that there have been a few times 
when I have felt a little sorry for myself because this is not how I envisioned my last few months of work would be like.  It was 
tough cleaning out my office for the last time in solitude and there are so many people I was hoping to get to interact with just a 
few more times.  But I keep going back to the fact that whenever I start feeling too bad, I think about our seniors.  I can relate with 
you and want to say is how sorry I am for what has happened to you.  I’ve waited 33 years for this graduation of sorts and know 
you have waited 13 years for this special time in your life.  I can also remind you that as many disappointments that this has led to, 
somewhere down the road you will most certainly move forward and put all of this in the rear-view mirror.  Like all adversity that 
we face in life, which has likely been the topic of more of these essays than anything else over the years, you can use this as an 
opportunity for personal growth.  There are so many things you can use from your experiences during this time that you can apply 
and learn from and come out of this as a better version of you.   
      Many people are aware that I am a cancer survivor.  37 years now.  This 33-year career is just one of the many, many great 
gifts that I have been able to enjoy on the backend of a time that was pretty devastating in my life.  And the adversity was more 
than overcoming the physical challenge.  In the spring of my junior year of high school I was given the grim news that I would 
have a battle ahead of me.  At the time, one of my biggest immediate disappointments was that baseball was just starting and I had 
to inform my coach that I would miss the season, with what was going to be required medically.  Like so many of you this spring… 
there are things that you have all prepared for… only to get it taken away.  For me baseball was just one of those things I would 
have to miss in the spring/summer of 1982.  I had worked so hard, invested so much and made the sacrifices and commitments that 
were necessary to have success.  And then it was gone.  It was personally devastating.  The emotional loss in front of me seemed 
bigger than the physical battle.  And that pain was real.   
     In the following year, my teachers, coaches, friends and family helped me recover both physically and emotionally.   It was a 
rough spring and summer and after all the treatments, that I am so grateful to my doctors and nurses for, I began the slow process 
of getting back to my normal routines.  It was difficult at first but little by little I moved forward… and I know it is a cliché… but 
it took one step at a time.  What I found were new opportunities, new challenges and new goals to pursue.  I didn’t always find 
success, but all of the sudden I had a new appreciation for the experience.  Through adversity I received the gift of understanding 
how important all of this “stuff” is.  I developed a different perspective that I have applied all of these years and no longer take 
things for granted.  When I have reminisced about my time here as a Teacher-Coach-AD, I feel blessed and am so grateful for the 
over 12,000 days in this school and community! 
     As you move forward from this time, believe in yourself and use this as an opportunity to take a leap of faith in the pursuit of 
your happiness.  Live life to the fullest.  Show others your very best, use your time to give others your very best and be the person 
who is willing to help bring the best out in others.  Do this in your professional and personal life and you will live without regrets 
and walk away happy!  Thanks to all of you that I got a chance to meet on this incredible journey! 
      
 



Congratulations to the class of 2020 Choir Seniors!  They have invested a lot in the choir program and 
we will miss them dearly.  They went to Wartburg Honor Choir, Dorian Honor Choir, Missota 
Conference Music Festival, and the Eastern Iowa ACDA Honor Choir.  They performed well at Small 
Group and Large Group contests.  They put together exciting concerts and Pop Shows.  They sang at 
festive community gatherings and nursing homes as Chamber Singers.  They made us laugh and cry on 
the stage of musicals.  Their energy, passion, creativity, and kindness will not be forgotten.  Best wishes 
for the future!    

 
Choir Seniors 2020:  

Lavinya Arikan, Nathan Bieber, Vivian Browne, Jasmine Carter, Jayden Driver, Jaedon Evans, Alexxis Foreman, Kaity 
Frick, Kayla Gerard, Lucus Kindelsperger, Makayla LaBarr, Jessica Laures, Will Martin, Tyler Olson, Matt Roling, 

Johnny Samora, Cassidy Schlimmer, Carlee Watts, Stephanie Weigandt, Alyssa Zeimet 
 
 

Two months ago, our season came to an abrupt halt. Our individual events state qualifiers were left 
hanging, wondering if they were "good enough" to achieve straight "I" ratings or to receive the coveted 
All State nomination. But it's not the ratings or awards that tell us how amazing our team members are. 
It's the creativity they put into their pieces, the dedication they bring to practices, the fun and laughter 
they share with their teammates and coaches, and the dignity with which they represent their school 
and community. Our seniors have embodied all of these characteristics, and while their final season 
with Saber Speech may have been left unfinished, their opportunities to show the rest of the world how 
poised, witty, bold, and talented they are have already picked up right where we left off. Seniors, we 
miss you tremendously and have been honored to work with you. Do amazing things. Say amazing 
things. And don't ever forget how amazing you are! 

 
Saber Speech Seniors: 

Nathan Bieber, Elliot Boesch, Maggie Borota, Vivian Browne, Payton Cernek, Noah Conard, 
Ethan Dickey, Karsen Kettwick, Emma Kizer, Casey Lopez, Ezra Onken, Roban Worrick 

 

 I would like to congratulate the entire class of 2020 on being amazing people.  They shall overcome 
and help lead us into a better future.  These band seniors have been amazing leaders and contributors 
to the Central DeWitt High School Band program.  They have traveled to Chicago, Florida, and all over 
Iowa; they have performed at IHSMA State Marching Band, Concert Band, and Solo & Ensemble 
Festivals; they have debuted new marching uniforms; they have performed at numerous honor band 
festivals; they have acted as hosts and ambassadors of the school and they have represented CDHS with 
pride; they have fulfilled the mission of the band...they are forever members of the PRIDE of Central 
DeWitt. 

 
2020 Band Seniors: 

Elliot Boesch, Maggie Borota, Vivian Browne, Payton Cernek, Kailey Clark, Noah Conard, Ethan Dickey, Anna Fielding, 
Allison Fosdick, LeaAnn Goldensoph, Austin Henschel, Logan Henschel, Karsen Kettwick, Emma Kizer, Jessica Laures, 

Casey Lopez, Ezra Onken, Hannah Payne, Cassidy Schlimmer, Yana Sperry, Lillian Torres, JT Vanderbilt 
 

 
Here is a link to watch an AWESOME video for an online CDHS Band Award Senior Salute! 

 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1nK873DxKwQBU4Eijx4AFLHuaEIwxqwJg/view?usp=sharing 

 



 
I really wish we could have finished the school year on site!  The Class of 2020 is a determined, 
creative and innovative group that we are all going to miss.  I will miss your leadership and sincerely 
enjoyed having all of you in class.  If you took one art class or eight, I appreciate your efforts and risk 
taking.  You are my last group that I taught in middle school and high school.  I have been privileged to 
watch you grow up over the years!  I can't wait to see you all become successful adults!  I hope you 
are all proud of your accomplishments, you have definitely made your forever mark on all of us.  You 
will always be a Saber, best of luck and congratulations! 

  
Please cheer on these Sabers artists participating virtually in the QC Arts High School Art Show.  Congratulations to the 
five Saber Artists chosen to represent our school in this art show!  This show invites instructors to also compete so I entered  
my illustrations for Molly Giese's book, "When We Hold Hands."  

Hannah Brogden  "Double Trouble" 18x24" Acylic Painting 
Isaac Blandin   "After I Close My Eyes" (triptych) 2 9x12" panels and 1 12x16" 
Maggie Borota   "Snackin" Colored Pencil, 16x20" 
Michael PK   "Magic Mike" (My Life Comic Series) Pen & Ink, 15 9x12" drawings 
Lauryn Ginter   "Dizzy" Chalk Pastel 18x24" 
Cassie Dunlavey  "When We Hold Hands," Graphite, 13 8.5x11" drawings 
 
Congratulations  to  Saber  Artist  Alexsys  Scheeper  for winning  Honorable Mention  in the 2020  
Holocaust Art Contest!  Alexsys was awarded $25 from the Quad Cities Yom Hashoah Committee.   
Public viewing might be available after the Covid-19 pandemic.  We are proud of you!  
 
Congratulations   to   Saber  Artist   Maggie  Borota!  She  is  a   top  recipient  of  a   $12,000  Art 
Scholarship!  Hard work pays off!  Maggie we   are proud of you and your major accomplishment!   
Thank you for all of your  determination, creativity   and  dedication to art K-12 at Central DeWitt!  

Please help   me   congratulate  Michael PK  on  being  a  top  class  3A portfolio in the State! This  
is  a  top honor  for  a visual artist!  We are so proud of you!  Due to social distancing requirements  
there will not be a celebration in Des Moines, but a virtual link will be sent out at a later date. 
 
Please watch this awesome award ceremony for the  Quad City High School Art Competition.  We  
have  3  Saber  Artists  that  won  awards!   Congratulations  to Maggie  Borota, Lauryn Ginter and  
Michael  PK.  Michael  even  won  Best  of  Show and   500!  We are  so  proud  of all your artistic  
accomplishments!  Fantastic job Saber Artists!   
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E2in0iV5j9k&feature=youtu.be 
 
Stay up to date with all the art room happenings on Central DeWitt High School  
Art's Facebook page and website at: cassiedunlavey.wixsite.com/saberart 
 
 

All of our cheerleaders this year were underclassman and will be back next   
season.  Tryouts will be announced with the hire of our new Head Coach. 



 
FBLA:  A big THANK YOU to all our Seniors who were members of our FBLA:  Blake Lindsly, Ezra Onken, Levi 

riedesel, Karsen Kettwick, Ethan Pierce, Logan Paulsen, Lauren Cooper, Audrey McAleer, Jasmine Carter, 
Kara Duffy, Nathan Bieber, Olivia Ziegler, Tucker Kinney, Kyleen Irwin, Casey Lopez and Matthew Roling, 
Makayla LaBarr and Carleigh Jefford.  Congratulations to Mr. &. Mrs. Gallagher for the birth of their  
daughter, Annie Eileen! 

 FCA: Our FCA have held virtual Zoom meetings during our closure.   FCA Huddle leaders invited NFL player and 
former Saber, Casey Kreiter, to speak. Casey was able to share his experiences overcoming challenges, setting 
goals, and how faith has helped him throughout his life and career. We had three seniors this year Zach 
Hinkle, Tucker Kinney, and Lauren Cooper. Zach was one of our Huddle leaders and served as a role model 
for many of our underclassmen. Tucker and Lauren were both active members and model the four pillars 
within the FCA mission which are integrity, serving, teamwork, and excellence.  

 
FCCLA:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
FFA: Thank you FFA seniors for your  continued leadership  in and  out of the classroom. You  

have been role models, friends, mentors and  great leaders to younger  FFA members and  
your peers. Thanks for all you have done to  make our FFA chapter continue to  strive for 
success. You have made all of us proud. We wish  you nothing but the best in your future  
endeavors. We know you will make us FFA proud! Remember that the Ag. Room door is 
 always open!  

Greenhouse sales continued this spring but were done 100% online providing flowers and  
succulents through May 2.  Asparagus  sales also continued but  by home  and parking lot  
delivery.   

Congratulations to  Senior  Heather Cernek  participated  in  the Iowa Youth Institute and   
qualified  for the Global Institute. 

Carson Deppe has  signed a  Letter of  Intent to compete in Livestock Judging for Illinois  
Central.  I overlooked him during our Saber Signing Day event.  Congratulations Carson! 

Visit the DeWitt Central FFA website at:  www.dewittcentralffa.com 
 

JA TITAN: Fall Activity 

Model UN: Cancelled 

YS: Fall Activity 

OOTM: No Team 
FTC: All members of our Finger Puppet Mafia, our Robotics Team, are underclassmen and will return in the fall to 

attempt to make the team for fall and winter competitions. 



 
NHS: At 37, this is the largest National Honor Society group I've had.  Twenty-three of that group are graduating 

seniors who are leaving very big shoes to fill.  Seniors, we all know this is not the senior year you had planned, 
but I firmly believe you have it within you to learn, achieve, and succeed in spite of missing out on the last 
two months of your senior year.  I wish you all the best and hope that, in time, your first thoughts will be of 
the good times you had during all of your years at Central DeWitt and not the disappointments.  And, Friday 
the 13th of March, can be remembered as the day we were lucky enough to come together for a regular day 
of school.  Seniors: Nathan Bieber, Crystal Burke, Heather Cernek, Payton Cernek, Kailey Clark, Lauren 
Cooper, Ethan Dickey, Kara Duffy, Katelyn Good, Zach Hinkle, Kyleen Irwin, Emma Kizer, Blake Lindsly, 
Audrey McAleer, Caleb Pace, Spencer Paysen, Ethan Pierce, Emma Sailor, Yana Sperry, Erin Suhr, Denyse  
Turnquist, Roban Worrick, Samantha Zeimet 

STUCCO: Adaptable. This one word describes the six seniors who have served on the Student Council this year. 
Collaborating with a new advisor, creating a constitution and direction for the council, and organizing major 
events such as Homecoming, Dance Marathon, and Operation Prom highlight the challenges the seniors faced. 
However, those moments are not what defines them. Their ability to handle each one with class and grace, 
showing a willingness to adapt and grow from each experience, is a reflection of their character. The seniors 
have grown as leaders this year, and we know they will continue to be successful beyond the Central DeWitt 
community. As the council wants the seniors to remember, though: once a Saber, always a Saber! You are 
part of our family and welcome home anytime. Officers: Carmen Anderson, President, Grace Pfeifle, Vice  
President, Lauren Cooper, Secretary, Katelyn Good, Treasurer Members: Jasmine Carter, Carleigh Jefford 

Yearbook The 2019-2020 yearbook went to press on-schedule in late March and was shipped from the Walsworth plant 
on May 8th. Seniors will receive their orders with their diplomas after the graduation ceremony. Walsworth 
will mail decals directly to seniors who requested a personalized cover. Underclassmen will receive their 
books when school opens.  The following seniors were instrumental in producing this year’s yearbook and 
contributing to the Purple Onion and the DeWitt Observer: Ethan Dickey, Erin Suhr, Lillian Torres, Olivia 
Ziegler, and Samantha Zeimet.  Ethan Dickey received the inaugural Gilroy Publications Award for 
journalistic excellence.  Login to read the latest edition of the Purple Onion:  
https://thepurpleonion.wixsite.com/centraldewitt/post/younger-students-admire-you 

Scribbler The Scribbler, our school's literary magazine, is led by seniors Roban Worrick, Grace Pfeifle, Ethan Dickey, 
Casey Lopez, Emma Kizer, and Crystal Burke. In May, they shared their biggest online edition yet, featuring 
fiction, nonfiction, poetry, and artwork by CDHS students. Thank you to all of our staff and especially our 
senior leaders! Check out their May issue!  https://www.cdhsscribbler.com 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
It is the policy of the Central DeWitt Community School District not to discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, 
disability, religion, creed, age (for employment), marital status (for programs), sexual orientation, gender identity and socioeconomic 
status (for programs) in its educational programs and its employment practices. There is a grievance procedure for processing 
complaints of discrimination. If you have questions or a grievance related to this policy please contact Dr. Dan Peterson, Superintendent, 
331 E. 8th St., P.O. Box 110, DeWitt, IA  52742, phone 563-659-0700, or email dan.peterson@central-csd.org 


