
Guiding Principles of Continuous Learning at Central DeWitt

Central DeWitt CSD believes that structured learning occurs best in a classroom with a highly 
trained, certified teacher, however, under unique circumstances when it cannot occur, we have 
attempted to create a plan that will…

● Minimize the educational impact that school closures will have on students.
● Allow for maximum student engagement, in a developmentally appropriate manner.
● Allow for teachers to give high-quality feedback.
● Recognize student and teacher schedules and needs during the closure period.
● Enable students and staff to maintain relationships which are the cornerstone to an effective

learning environment.



What Type of Work will be Provided to Students?
Some potential learning formats teachers will be using may include, but are not limited 
to, the following:
● Writing or oral reflections to learning videos, reading assignments, etc.
● Shared reading from students to teachers; Shared reading from teachers to 

students.
● Online “Teaching” via Canvas, Seesaw, Google Classroom, Zoom, “Facebook 

Groups”, Recorded videos
● Teachers will provide individualized feedback to students on the work put out 

there



How Will Teachers Communicate Work With Students?
Some expectations will vary based on the grade level of a student, but those below apply to all students:

● Learning Opportunities will be posted using the weekly schedule via:
○ Seesaw (Grades K-3)
○ Google Classroom (4-6)
○ Canvas (7-12)
○ Or similar electronic versions on a regular basis 

● Students should contact teachers with any questions about assignments. Teachers will communicate their 
availability to meet electronically.

● Students should submit work as they complete it.



How Will Students (or parents) be Able to Contact Teachers?

Students can contact teachers with any questions about assignments via 
email or other ways that the teacher communicates as an option.



Weekly Schedule

PS-6th 7th/8th 9th-12th

All teachers will 
post new lessons 
on Mondays (due 
to our timeline, 
the first post will 
happen on 
Wednesday)

● Monday:  Math, FCS, PE
● Tuesday: ELA , STEM
● Wednesday:  Career Ready,  Mr. 

Mercado, Reading
● Thursday:  Science, Ag 
● Friday:  Social Studies, Fine Arts

● Monday:  Math, FCS, PE
● Tuesday: ELA, Industrial Tech.
● Wednesday:  Spanish,  Business, 

Mr. Mercado, 
● Thursday:  Science, Health, Ag 

Friday:  Social Studies, Fine Arts
***Dual Credit/AP/and Online College Classes 
will not be following the above information. 
Coursework for these classes is required***



Will teachers have specific times they are available, or “office hours” to 
contact them?
● A key to learning for students is feedback and educational conversations with teachers. 

While this cannot be done at this time in traditional formats face-to-face, the district wants 
these conversations and feedback to still be possible and continue for the benefit of 
students and their learning.

● Teachers will be sharing specific “office hours” where they will be answering communication 
from students and parents via email and other formats. 



What is Expected of Students?
The expectation from the district and all the schools is for students to 
be involved in the learning process provided by teachers



What About Grades for my Student?
● The work being completed at this time is not graded, but it is an EXPECTATION for students to participate. 
● It is still an EXPECTATION that students participate in the work that is being offered to students in all 

content areas. 
● Credit/No Credit (7th-12th)

○ Be on the lookout for more information regarding this from Mr. Pickup early next week



The Role of Infinite Campus in Continuous Learning
K-6th

● Enter marks in Infinite Campus. Infinite Campus serves as data storage and this 
data will be critical as we move forward in identifying missing standards

7th-12th

● Teachers will enter assignments in Infinite Campus to track academic progress 
during this time.  However, these scores will not count towards the grade during 
school closure. These grades will be changed to figure into the calculation when 
school resumes.



What About Current Course Grades for my student?
Current guidance from the Iowa Department of Education states that 
students may be graded for the semester according to their current 
grades, or through credit recovery for students who are failing at this 
time. 

The school district is able to have local control over the grading of 
students and will award credit to students for the 2019-2020 school 
year. The district encourages any students with missing work from 
prior to the school closure to turn in this work as soon as possible.



Guidelines for Academic Work Time
Something our teachers are keeping in mind:

“Have you ever taken an online class? How about 8 at once? When you were a teenager? 
With spotty wi-fi? And needing to share a device with siblings? While trapped at home? 
Filled with fear and anxiety?”

None of us have...and we will keep that in mind as we move forward.



How Long Should my Child Spend on Learning Each Day?
Preschool

● Maximum of 30 minutes per day:
○ Daily learning may include:

■ Outdoor Exploration
■ Play
■ Music and Movement
■ Exercise
■ Fine/Gross Motor Activities

● It is recommended that students get up to move every 15 minutes, or at a minimum after 
every 30-minute time span to exercise by walking around, etc.
 
 



How Long Should my Child Spend on Learning Each Day?
Kindergarten and 1st Grade
● Maximum of 45 minutes per day:

○ Daily learning may include:
■ Reading
■ Online work
■ Handouts or other learning activities
■ PE, Art, Music, Tech etc.

● It is recommended that students get up to move every 15 minutes, or at a minimum after 
every 30-minute time span to exercise by walking around, etc.



How Long Should my Child Spend on Learning Each Day?
2nd and 3rd Grade
● Maximum of 60 minutes per day:

○ Daily learning may include:
■ Reading
■ Online work
■ Handouts or other learning activities
■ PE, Art, Music, Tech  etc.

● It is recommended that students get up to move every 15 minutes, or at a minimum after 
every 30-minute time span to exercise by walking around, etc.



How Long Should my Child Spend on Learning Each Day?
4th, 5th & 6th Grade
● Maximum of 90 minutes per day:

○ Daily learning may include:
■ Reading
■ Writing
■ Video Conferencing
■ Online Discussions
■ Problem Solving
■ Online resources and activities
■ PE, Art, Music, Guidance activities.

● It is recommended that students get up to move every 15 minutes, or at a minimum after 
every 30-minute time span to exercise by walking around, etc.



How Long Should my Child Spend on Learning Each Day?
7th through 12th Grade
● Maximum of 2 total hours per day:

○ Daily learning may include:
■ Reading and Reflection
■ Writing
■ Recorded lectures online
■ Handouts or packet work
■ Discussions
■ Online resources
■ Content-based activities

● It is recommended that students get up to move every 15 minutes, or at a minimum after 
every 30-minute time span to exercise by walking around, etc.



Special Education Considerations
● Special education students are still going to be supported in various manners by 

the regular education teachers, special education teachers, and associates. 
● Learning opportunities will be modified if necessary to meet the needs of the 

students, and special education teachers will be working with regular education 
teachers in this process. 

● If you have a concern, please contact the regular education teacher or the special 
education teacher.



How Can I Assist my Child With Their Social Emotional Needs?

While we discuss academic learning, we must also recognize the impact of the social-
emotional aspect for each of our students and their families. This is a stressful time
for everyone involved, and we must make sure we take care of ourselves and model good 
mental health habits.

Some specifics to consider are the following:
● Listen. Simply put, listen to what people are saying. This can assist in many ways
in assisting others.
● Contact the school counselor or other mental health professionals if you believe
your student is struggling socially-emotionally.
● See our website for other social-emotional resources.



How can Parents Help Their Children?
Parents can obviously assist students with their work, and in some ways your encouragement and expectations 
are important for the success of the learning. Some keys to remember are the following:

● Assist students in finding a dedicated work/study space free from as many distractions as possible.
● Develop a routine/schedule with your student on when they will work on learning activities. 
● It is recommended that students get up to move every 15 minutes, or at a minimum after every 30 

minute time span to exercise by walking around, doing some exercises, etc.



Frequently Asked Questions
● What methods of learning can we provide? Online education, online or telephonic check-ins, and other innovative 

methods. Other arrangements can be made if necessary.
● Are there equity concerns we will consider? Yes, equity must be considered. Consideration does not mean that equity is 

ensured, but that it is provided to the fullest extent possible.
● Will submitted work be graded? No, assignment of grades implies recording of student progress towards achieving 

standards but will not be included in the calculation towards the final course grade. Teachers will, however, provide 
feedback.

● Will there be new learning? Yes, however, all content will be presented again once school resumes.
● Will credit be awarded? No, credit may be awarded for concurrent enrollment courses or credit recovery, however, any 

missing work or reassessments prior to March 16 should be submitted.
● What if we do not have internet access in our home?

○ Communicate with your child’s teacher or building principal
● What if families do not have a device for students to utilize, or have a limited amount for multiple children?

○ A survey will be sent tomorrow for families to indicate interest in picking up a device
○ Device pickup could occur as early as Wednesday, April 15th, but specific details will be communicated once we 

receive survey results


