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“The best part of competition is that through it we discover what 
we are capable of – and how much more we can actually do than 
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Season Records: 

Cross Country 
7th  XC Will ginter / 12th all-time Coach  K. Olson 
   (12:31) 
8th  xC Reagan Hofer / 26th All-time Coach  T. Smith 
   (14:41) 
Varsity girls XC 7th @ Wamac/9th @ Regional Coach  K. Moulton 
   North cedar invite champs 
Varsity Boys XC 10th @ Wamac /8th @ Regional HC E. Olson 

Volleyball 
7th   VB 2-5 (A Team)  Coach  C. Ellis 
8th   VB 7-8 (A Team) / 11-4 (B Team) Coach  R. McAleer 
9th   VB 12-9-4 (A Team) / 3-9 (B Team) Coach  C. Waterbury 
10th   VB 12-11-1  Coach  t. Diericks 
JV  Vb 7-4  Coach  M. Dever 
Varsity  VB 11-27  HC r. TRUELsen 

Football 
7th   FB 6-0  Coach  k. machovec 
      Coach  a. grell 
8th   FB 2-3  Coach  c. small 
      Coach  d. stecklein 
F-S   FB 6-2  Coach  g. Hinkle 
JV  FB 1-2  COACH  c. Waterbury 
      coach  d. Gallagher 
      coach c. lakose 
      COACH  j. lansing  
VARSITy  FB 5-4  HC r. streets 

Swimming Allison Hasenmiller participate in 1-meter springboard 
diving events at Clinton hs.  She has performed both 6 & 11  

    dive events and won 5 duals this season! 

Special Olympics  Results of recent team competition is below.  future 
events will be Basketball & Cheer.   

bocce ball: 
Lauren Zimmer/Savanah Meyne  -gold    Nic Lee/Carmen Anderson Perez  -gold  
Dakota Crews/Lane Walker  -gold Maggie Froeschle/Olivia Melvin -gold 
Olivia Carr/Lexi Vetter -silver Maddie Vinson/Mady Summers  -Silver  
Trey Davis/Drew Anderson  -Silver  Isabelle Carr/Marlee Michaelsen -bronze 

Bowling (1st place to state in CR Mateo Perez):  
Marlee Michaelsen -1st place Trey Davis -1st place Olivia Melvin -1st place 
Dakota Crews -2nd place Olivia Carr -2nd place  Jack Burken -3rd place 
Mady Summers -5th place Nicolas Lee -3rd place 

  
      
       
Program records: 
Easton Necker Football individual game rushing (1st All-Time / 404 yds) 
  Individual game carries (4th all-time / 26) 
  Total yards (1st all-time / 404 yds) 
Drew Kueter Football individual passing yards (7th all-time / 191 yds) 
Team football Football least 1st Downs/game (2 vs. Iowa City liberty) 
Kyleen Irwin girls xc 2nd team all-wamac 
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          S AB E R  spotlight 
SENIOR:  Brooke Jasper 
Activities & Honors: Cross Country (Letterman), Track 
(Letterman), All-WaMaC Academic, Athletic Leadership, 
NHS 
Hobbies: Boating.  Eating ice cream.  Running.  
Traveling.  Spending time with family and friends. 
Role Model/Sports Hero: Derek Jeter.  “The last thing you 
want to do is finish playing or doing anything and wish 
you would have worked harder.” 
Favorite Sports Tradition: Track & Field Talent Show 
Future Plans: University of Iowa and study Human 
Physiology 
Favorite Saber Memory: Powder Puff game… even 
though we lost. 
Something people don’t know… I hate bacon and 
anything else fried. 
 

SENIOR:  Lauren Wisco 
Activities & Honors: Volleyball, Basketball,  
Track & Field, Athletic Leadership. 
Hobbies: Playing sports. Spending time with friends and 
family.  Traveling. 
Role Model/Sports Hero: Kerri Walsh Jennings 
Favorite Sports Tradition: Suburban rides to away games for 
both volleyball and basketball. 
Future Plans: Pursue a career in the medical field.  
Undecided where that will be. 
Favorite Saber Memory: Beating Maquoketa in three sets in 
three sets during my senior year of volleyball. 
Something people don’t know… My favorite place to eat is 
Culvers! 
 
 

SENIOR:  Brandt Petersen 
Activities & Honors:    Football (4 years / Letterman), 
Basketball (4 years/Letterman), Track (2 years), FBLA, 
Athletic Leadership (President), 3X Honor Roll. 
Hobbies: Working out.  Mowing grass.  Hanging out with 
friends and family.  Going on drives with the window down. 
Role Model/Sports Hero: My dad for as long as I can 
remember.  He has tried to teach me that with hard work and 
grit, you can accomplish anything.  I try and bring that 
attitude in everything I do in life. 
Favorite Sports Tradition: Listening to the National Anthem 
on the hill before football games because it gives me time to 
look at the great atmosphere and get mentally prepared with 
my team 
Future Plans: Study Business and play football in college. 
Favorite Saber Memory: Beating Marion on a last second TD 
our freshman year at Marion.  We threw up a prayer and the 
whole team including Coach Hinkle went crazy.  It was the 
most fun in a game I have ever had. 
Something people don’t know… I can’t swim. 

SENIOR:  Beau Manatt   
Activities & Honors: Cross Country, Track, Band 
(Letterman)Choir, Speech, Plays & Musicals,  
Hobbies: Dirt Biking.  Videogames.  Hanging out with 
friends. 
Role Model/Sports Hero: Dad.  Big brother Hans 
Schlichter. 
Favorite Sports Tradition: JV pep talk before meets. 
Future Plans: Attend TCU to study Filmography. 
Favorite Saber Memory: Getting a Division 1 ranking our 
freshman year for marching band. 
Something people don’t know… I can slalom ski. 
 

Coach:   Adam Grell (7th Football/Assistant Wrestling) 
Family:   Wife: Chelsea  

Daughters: Greenley (7 years old) and Harper (2 years old) 
Son: Hudson (5 years old) 

HS Attended:   Central DeWitt 
HS Sports:   Football (Letterman/Captain All-District H.M.) 

Wrestling (4X Conference Champion, 3X State Qualifier- 6th & 
State Runner-up/Letterman/Captain), Baseball 

HS Tradition:   Singing the school fight song after a football victory.   
Red Flag wrestling practices. 

College: St. Ambrose 
Role Model: My brothers.  So many people. 
Favorite Sport Memory:  
My senior season of wrestling.  The overtime win against the returning State  
Champ, 1st round 13-second pin at the state tournament and a takedown that  
I scored with 3 seconds left to win my Quarterfinal match. 
Favorite Saber Moment:   
Playing special teams, on the 1999 State Football Playoffs as a Sophomore. The varsity team was loaded and I looked up to 
a lot of the upperclassman.   Watching the 2015 Varsity Boys Soccer team, especially Farre Devos. 
 



 

Casey Kreiter   2009  Denver Broncos    Football 
Logan Sheppard   2014  Loras College    Football 
Justin Schwennen  2015  Coe College    Football 
Kyle Irwin   2017  Iowa Central Community College  Football 
Megan Johnson   2017  Blackhawk College   Volleyball 
Kyle Coomer   2017  Iowa Central Community College  Trap Shooting 
Will DeHaan   2018  Central College    Cross Country 
Drew McNamara   2018  Saint Ambrose University   Football 
Karina Zimmer   2018  Loras College    Volleyball 

 
 
 

In 1950 there were officially 2,642 people living in DeWitt.  Iowa Mutual operated in 13 States and has more than 
$5 million in premiums.   The cost of a tire was $9.95 and there were 29 cases of polio reported in Clinton County.  
Dick Barnes had just purchased the IGA Grocery Market and the Majestic Theater was showing “Sands of the Iwa 
Jima starring John Wayne.  The “Hot Lunch” program had just began and it was reported during one week of the 
winter that if a shipment of coal did not arrive, then classes would be cancelled.  Richard Olson and Harold Voorhees 
earned their State FFA Degree and there were 13 boys who qualified for State Track.  There were 62 players out for 
the HS football team that would go 4-5 on the season, beating Maquoketa 41-7 and rival Clinton St. Mary’s in the 
last game 14-12 for a winning season. 
 

Sheila (McGarry) Dentlinger was the Salutatorian of her graduating Class of 1984.  Besides being an outstanding student, she was 
an active member of the chorus and 4-H where she served as County Council member.  She was also an outstanding multisport 
athlete for the Sabers.  In volleyball she started her Junior and Senior years (outside and middle hitter).  She was selected Honorable 
Mention All- Conference her Junior season and 1st Team All-Conference as a Senior.  At that time, the Sabers were ranked as high 
as 4th in 2A under Hall of Fame coach Pam Duncan.  In basketball she was also a 2-year starter and again Honorable Mention All-
Conference as a Junior and 1st Team as a Senior. She broke the record for points scored in one game (45) vs. Camanche her senior 
year.  They beat #1 ranked Pleasant Valley on their home court during that season.  She attended St. Ambrose University, majored 
in Biology and played volleyball.  There she was a 4- Year starter as a middle/outside hitter. She averaged 4.8 kills/game.  She was 
named All-District: 1985, 1986, and 1987 and was an Academic All- American: 1986, 1987.  She earned NAIA All-American (2nd 
Team) in 1987 and played on very successful teams for the Queen Bees.  She was inducted into the St. Ambrose University Hall 
of Fame 1994.  After receiving her BS degree in Biology and graduating from St. Ambrose, she went on to attend the University 
of Iowa and receive her Masters in Physical Therapy.  Currently, she works as a physical therapist at St. Anthony’s Hospital in 
Carroll, IA treating all injuries/illnesses to all ages.  She married Joel Dentlinger in 1990 who was a successful basketball 
player/runner/student at St. Ambrose and Kuemper High School.  They have 4 children who all graduated from Kuemper Catholic 
High School in Carroll, IA.   Amy, a Physician Assistant in St. Louis, attended Michigan State University. and played volleyball.  
Brian, an Engineer in Pella, IA, played basketball at Briar Cliff for 2 years before transferring to ISU to finish his degree.  Maria, 
a senior at Northwest Missouri State University, is majoring in Biology and playing basketball.  Matt, a sophomore at South Dakota 
State University, is majoring in Engineering and playing basketball. 
 

Kirk Azinger 
Inducted for Outstanding Contributions as an Individual of Central High School 
Kirk Azinger was a 1983 graduate of Central High School.  Kirk was a devoted wrestler in high school, earning a 75-18 record 
for the Sabers.  In addition to wrestling, Kirk participated in Cross Country for 1 year, Student Council for 2 years, and Science 
Club for 1 year, and was Homecoming King in 1982.  Kirk was a 2X Iowa High School Athletic Association Place Winner and 3X 
State Qualifier.  In 1983, along with Don Salyars, the only other Saber wrestler at the state meet, Kirk helped the Sabers to a 12th 
place team finish; the highest ever in team history at that time. He was a 2X Junior National Place Winner and 2X Junior State 
Champion in Greco Roman and Freestyle wrestling.  Following graduation, Kirk attended the University of Illinois.  As an Illini, 
Kirk earned 91 victories on the mat.  He was a 2X NCAA Division I, National Qualifier and earned All-American honors.  In 1988, 
Kirk Azinger became a Big Ten Champion for the Illini at 142 pounds. Following his wrestling career at Illinois, Kirk was an 
Assistant Coach for the University of Illinois for 5 years.  Eventually returning to Central where he was a high school volunteer 
coach, and a coach with the Sabertooth Wrestling Club for many years. As quoted in “The Observer”, friend Brian Klinefelter 
stated, “For a Big Ten Champion and All-American wrestler, you would think that winning would be his only goal for young kids.  
Nothing could be farther from the truth.  Competing and participation was what he preached and the way he coached.  I think that 
wrestling had given him so much in his life, he wanted the same thing for every kid he coached.” 
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Footnote 
Basketball, Bowling and Wrestling seasons are right around the corner.  We also have BB & WR Cheerleading and Dance.  Get 
involved!  Wrestlers, if you have not done your Body Composition Testing, make sure you get yours done.  Our Boys Basketball 
team… and Girls Basketball team this year… will participate in the Pride Challenge Community Service game. The date for the 
Athletic Booster’s Cake Auction is Tuesday, January 29th this year.       

Club Notes 
The DeWitt Youth Football League had another successful year in the Clinton League.  There were 200+ 1st- 7th Graders that participated 
in our Park & Rec Flag Football league. We had a number of Club level volleyball teams also participating throughout the fall as well as 
some of our youth participating in road races throughout the summer and fall.  Congratulations to all and a big THANKS to all of our 
volunteer coaches! 

     I have enjoyed taking the opportunity to help out Mr. Gallagher the last few years with his “Mock Interviews”.  It is a fun 
process and I am very impressed with how well our students handle what can be a fairly intimidating experience.  One of the 
young men that I got a chance to talk to this year was Hunter Elledge. I did not initially recognize him as a current football player. 
I was down at practice at the beginning of the season helping in a very limited way, but with the boys having their helmets on, 
did not really recognize everyone through their facemasks.  Hunter did a great job with his interview and as we got a chance to 
talk a little bit, I quickly realized he had been playing football this season.  4 years ago, I spent a little bit of time with the 
Freshman team when we were transitioning a few new coaches to that level and it was my first introduction to this group of now 
Seniors.  Hunter was not playing at the time so I really never made that connection until that moment.  So, I prodded him a little 
bit on his perspective of how football had gone this season.  Hunter has been a role player this year but I was interested in hearing 
him describe what changes he has seen this year that had led to our recent success.  He was very introspective and had some 
great things to say including his praise of our coaching staff.  But the one thing that resonated with me was that how tough the 
coaches had made things for them early in the season.  I have long known that most every athlete wants to be challenged.  When 
they are, most often they will step up to meet those challenges.  We have had a few disappointing seasons recently.  All programs 
go through that from time to time, and I have both been a player and a coach on teams that have excelled and struggled.  If you 
look long enough at the history of any program, there are ups and downs in all of them.  So, I have been extremely happy for this 
group of seniors.  Boeckman, Braddock, Costello, Dierickx, Eden, Elledge, Finley, Grau, Horst, Hurdle, Kueter, Lawrence, 
Meyer, Necker, Petersen and Wright!  These guys have had great attitudes, worked hard and most of all stayed committed to our 
program even through some tough times.  It is easy to rally around a program that has had continued success but these guys have 
persevered through some tough times and as Seniors set a solid foundation for many that follow.  I think future teams will look 
back and recognize this group as turning things around.  Congratulations! 
     Regarding ADVERSITY, I was listening to a sermon in church recently and the message was about people having to suffer 
through tough times from time to time.  The essence of the message was that we all have moments in our lives when everything 
just seems to fall into place and it all seems to go right.  Of course, that never happens often enough, but occasionally we get to 
have those feel good experiences.  We also know just about the time we think nothing could go wrong… it does.  Part of being 
human is facing adversity and learning how to handle it, lean on others for support and have faith while we attempt to move 
forward.  Often it is not the best of times that end up defining who we are but rather these tough times.  The content of our 
character can be forged through trials.  When I should be paying attention to these important biblical lessons… my mind often 
wonders off to something related to athletics.  I had remembered watching the Pro Football Hall of Fame ceremony this summer.  
I always enjoy hearing from the sports greats, listening to their career accomplishments, but mostly understanding the journey 
they took to get to that pinnacle.  And in ALL cases, every one of those individuals that have reached the summit of their careers 
had major obstacles and adversity in their life they had to overcome to get there.  Every one of those inductees had significant 
life challenges.  Life for them… and for us… is never a series of successes, one after another.  Overcoming painful times, may 
be why the thrill of victory is often filled with such raw emotions.  It is another indication that often we are molded by the times 
when we needed to learn about ourselves through the pain of disappointment or the heartache of loss.  And I am not so naïve to 
think that sports excellence, even being elected to a Hall of Fame, is the apex in life, but I do think sports can serve as an avenue 
to learn the grit that is needed, the perseverance to overcome or the courage to stick with it, even when conventional wisdom 
would tell you to give it up.  Those lessons can be applied to our life challenges when we are all forced to face them at one time 
or another. 
     So, I  never got  real excited  when one  of our undefeated wrestlers 
got  beat during the season as  I  knew in  the end  that loss could serve   
them  well.  I knew  that it  was a good  thing  when. our most  talented 
teams  had   to  face   adversity,  sometimes  seemingly  over  and  over  
and  over.  We can all  grow  from experiences like these if  directed  in  
the  right  way.  Turn a negative  into a positive!  Learning to overcome  
adversity  is  often  a  key to success. Those often make for some of the  
greatest memories as well! 
 
 



The Saber Choirs held their fall concert on October 16 and are now starting preparation for the Winter 
concert on December 10.   There were 11 students who were involved in All-State auditions and on 
November 5, 26 students will participate in the WaMaC Honor Choir at CCA.  November 11th, the 
choir will participate in our Veteran’s Day assembly and as always, our Chamber  
Singers will begin their holiday caroling in November and December. 

Saber Drama has 50+ students involved in the Fall Musical “The Little Mermaid”, which will be 
performed on November 9th & 10th.  Cast members include: Lauren Olson (Ariel)/ Colby Ridgley 
(Prince Eric)/ Maria Venable (Ursula)/ Carter Meyers (Triton)/ Meredith Mentzer (Flounder)/ Beau 
Manatt (Sebatian)/ Gretchen Lenth (Scuttle).  Tickets will be $8 (adults) & $5 (students).  3 of the 
crew attended a workshop in Des Moines this summer for stage management and set design.  Our 
musical is part of the Iowa High School Theater Awards Program through the Des Moines Performing 
Arts.  You can stay up to date at:  carrieviel.wixsite.com/saberdrama and on Twitter 
at:  twitter.com/SaberDrama.  
The Saber Speech Team officers led by Rachel Green (President) and Hope Petersen (VP) held a 
“New Members” meeting to learn about upcoming events.  Large Group events will be decided by 
November 12 to prepare for upcoming WaMaC, District, State & All-State events after the holidays.   
We will host the WaMaC Individual Speech contest on February 18 and will need lots of volunteers! 

  The 112-member Marching Sabers Pride received a Division 1 Superior rating at the IHSMA State 
Marching Band Festival.  There are 19 seniors and the band performed at all the football games, 
Homecoming parade, Parade of Band Concert, and Music on the Mississippi Marching Band 
Festival.  The band will now start preparation for the Veteran’s Day assembly and December 17th 
concert.  40 Instrumental students have been selected to perform in one of two (9th/10th and 
11th/12th) concert bands for the WaMaC (East) Conference Band Festival scheduled for November 
13th in Solon.  14 Instrumental students auditioned for the All-State Music Festival.  FIVE Central 
DeWitt Instrumental students on were accepted into the All-State Music Program - this is the highest 
honor an individual music student can receive in the state of Iowa:  Rachel Green - Horn in the All-
State Orchestra (this is Rachel's second trip to the All-State Festival); Carly O'Connor - Oboe in the 
All-State Band; Clara Lindner - Bb Clarinet in the All-State Band; Colby Ridgley - Bb Clarinet in 
the All-State Band; and Vivian Browne - Contrabass Clarinet in the All-State Band.  We will have a  
SENDOFF Rally for them on November 15th at 8:15 in the Atrium. 

Cheer. The Cheer Clinic was a success and had 64 girls participate!  They are now getting ready for 
the winter wrestling and basketball seasons including 3 performances and some new quarter routines. 
Dance.  Our MS & HS girls are currently rehearsing routines to perform at some of the winter  
basketball games. 

Curator’s Emma Zimmerman and Cynthia Wies displayed some artwork from 29 Saber Artists in the 
trophy case and on by the lunch room.  Graffiti for Good Students in Advanced Studio and AP Studio 
Art courses collaborated to create a 3'x 3' canvas mixed media work of art for the Graffiti for Good 
Contest.  The award announcements are at the 5th Annual “Pete’s Awesome CommUNITY Party” 
Sunday, October 21st, 2018 1pm to 4pm at the Waterfront Convention Center, Bettendorf, Iowa.  You 
can see some of the Saber artwork on display at the Opera House Theater now through November 
7th!  Artist have created a great work of art to represent Central DeWitt and photos of the students 
working can be found at:  http://cassiedunlavey.wixsite.com/saberart/fall-2017 

 
 



 
FBLA:  Members attended the Fall Leadership Conference in Des Moines. Our meetings are every other Friday morning.  

We have 65 members. 14 students went to Fall Leadership Conference in Des Moines. 

FCA: 30 members attended a cookout and bags tournament this fall.  Winning teams were:  1st Morgan Machovec & 
Grace Pierce / 2nd Carleigh Jefford & Brady Cavanagh / 3rd Matt Roling & Logan Paulsen.  They are currently  
planning a trip for Janurary to watch a Hawkeye men’s basketball game. 

FCCLA: Students provide PTO babysitting the first Tuesday of each month and are running the Brat Stand at Randy's 
Neighborhood Market to help fund the Referral Center.  They have a cinnamon roll and hot beverage fundraiser 
coming up on Halloween to fund the FCCLA officers' attendance at a fall Leadership Rally in Ames.  In November, 
they are going to be making mini bread loaves for people in nursing home and will continue clipping coupons for 
military service.  Join them for breakfast at meetings every second Wednesday of the month in Mrs. Betz's room. 
http://blog.centralclinton.k12.ia.us/~vbetz/Site/Welcome.htmlFCCLA  

FFA: Students will be attending several Leadership Conferences including National FFA Convention and State 
Leadership Conferences such as Ignite and Amplify. The FFA Fruit, Meat and Cheese fundraiser is currently going 
on. The FFA will be sponsoring a Trivia Night on November 3rd @ Buzzy's. Their poinsettias are starting to 
change colors and will be ready for sale in the next month or so and have an incubator full of chicken eggs that 
will be hatching any day. Members are developing premier leadership skills, personal growth and career success 
for each of them and stay busy with their SAE projects, LDE contests, and planning chapter  
events! http://www.dewittcentralffa.com  

JA TITAN: For the 10th year in a row, our team won the Regional competition  held  at  
Clinton Community College.  The team will move to the scholarship round 
held at Palmer College of Chiropractic November 14th. 

Team 1:  Reilly Clark, Katie Fox, Maddie Peterson, Easton Necker.  
               (Winning Team) 
Team 2:  Briar Baxter, Carter Donovan, Allison Meadows,  
               Hannah Vanderheiden 

Model UN: This program is a spring program that will follow the Youth Symposium program. 

YS: 11 students visited the House of Representative Chamber at the Iowa State Capital and presented on 4 topics  
ranging from Economics, Social, Science and Political. 

OOTM: This is a creative problem-solving program that is now offered as part of Quest.  They developed spontaneous  
problem solving practice questions for JA Titan. 

FTC: The First Tech Challenge team is in full gear and getting ready for their first competition in November.  They will 
host 2 events this winter.  The team members have been mentoring some of the First Lego League  
(FLL) teams.  Guardian has again sponsored our program but at the $5000 level this year. 

NHS: The NHS inducted 23 new members.  Their recent blood drive collected 44 units and in the 17 years they have 
partnered with Mississippi Valley Regional Blood Center, they have collected over 5,000 units of blood. The next 
drive will be December 21st. New for NHS last spring was Adopt a Highway and cleaned a 1 mile stretch of  
ditches just west of town.  Members of FFA, FCCLA, and FBLA, stepped forward to lend a helping hand.  

STUCCO: Student Council wants to hear more of the students’ voices, so they have installed a suggestion box right by the 
front office door. There are many Halloween events coming up such as “Boos”, where students can buy a “Boo” 
for a friend and we will deliver it to them. There is also a pumpkin decorating competition by homeroom coming 
where people can vote on whose is the best. Student Council will also have 15 Student Council members going to 
Des Moines for the annual Leadership Conference.   

 
 
 
It is the policy of the Central DeWitt Community School District not to discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, 
disability, religion, creed, age (for employment), marital status (for programs), sexual orientation, gender identity and socioeconomic 
status (for programs) in its educational programs and its employment practices. There is a grievance procedure for processing 
complaints of discrimination. If you have questions or a grievance related to this policy please contact Dr. Dan Peterson, Superintendent, 
331 E. 8th St., P.O. Box 110, DeWitt, IA  52742, phone 563-659-0700, or email dan.peterson@central-csd.org 




