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“Our greatest weakness lies in giving up.  The most 
certain way to SUCCEED is always to try just one more 

time.” 
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GAME DAYGAME DAY
Season Records:  
 
 Softball 

 MS  SB 14-4  Coach  C. belk 
 
 
 Level 3 & 2 SB 13-19  Coach  C. Schwennen 
      Coach S. Schrader 
 
 Varsity SB 17-18   Coach  K. Machovec 
  4th Wamac East HC L. Swanson 
 
 baseball 

 Level 3  BB 24-13  Coach  C. LaKose 
      Coach  G. GAllagher 
 
 Level 2    BB 14-13  Coach  S. Helton 
     Coach  S. Burke 
 
 Varsity BB 29-13   HC s. sikkema 
    4th wamac east  
  District Champions  
 
 

** Wyatt wagener national bull riding qualifier ** 
      
       

  Program records: 

Baseball 2nd Team All-State lucas bixby (pitcher) 
 1st team all-Wamac 5-0, 40 innings, 1.20 era, 40 k’s 
 2nd Team All-State devon hurdle (infield) 
 1st team all-Wamac .366 ba, 34 hits, 5 doubles, 4 triples 
  14 rbi, 18 sb 
Softball 3rd Team All-State Mackenzie rosenboom (Utility) 
 1st Team All-Wamac 
 



          SABER spotlight 

SENIOR:  Lucas Bixby 
Activities & Honors: Baseball (2nd Team All-State, 1st 
Team All-WaMaC), Golf 
Hobbies:  Golfing & Fishing 
Role Model/Sports Hero: Ann & Mark Bixby 
Favorite Sports Tradition: Before every game I have to 
have the same thing for breakfast and lunch. 
Future Plans: Undecided.  Play college baseball. 
Favorite Saber Memory: Going to State Baseball my 
freshman year. 
Something people don’t know… I have a MASSIVE hat 
collection (53 total). 
 

SENIOR:  Jake Swanson 
Activities & Honors: Baseball, Golf, FBLA, Athletic 
Leadership 
Hobbies:  Hunt & Fish, Enjoy the outside 
Role Model/Sports Hero: My mom.  She is always 
pushing me to do my best and supports me through 
everything. 
Favorite Sports Tradition: Our team dinners because it 
just brings everyone on the team closer and you develop 
a lot of really good relationships with people which helps 
when you are on the field. 
Future Plans: Undecided but plan on playing baseball. 
Favorite Saber Memory: Beating Xavier in Substate 
when they were ranked 2nd in the State. 
Something people don’t know… I like to fish and drink 
at least a gallon of chocolate mile a week! 
 

SENIOR:  Mackenzie Rosenboom 
Activities & Honors: Softball (2X Honorable Mention 
All-WaMaC, 1st Team All-WaMaC, 1st Team All-
Eastern Iowa, 3rd Team All-State) Volleyball 
Hobbies: Sports & Hanging out with friends 
Role Model/Sports Hero: My grandmother, Sue 
Rosenboom. This past winter she lost her life to a breast 
cancer that she had been battling for a long time, but she 
never gave up on that fight.  She has taught me to be 
strong through everything I do and to never, no matter 
how hard it gets, never give up.  
Favorite Sports Tradition: During softball season we 
always go to the Iowa College Softball Field for a CCA 
tournament and we stay overnight in a hotel and hangout 
with each other and we tend to go a little overboard on 
the pranks. 
Future Plans: 4-year college and play softball. 
Favorite Saber Memory: Playing tic-tac-toe and other 
fun games with the opposing team during a softball 
weather delay. 
Something people don’t know… I can actually run faster 
than everyone thinks I can and if you don’t believe me 
then we just have to race to prove it! 
 

SENIOR:  Mya Cavanagh 
Activities & Honors:  Softball (4X Letterman/All-
WaMaC Honorable Mention. Volleyball (2X 
Letterman), Soccer (3X Letterman).  WaMaC All-
Academic 
Hobbies:  Athletics / Time with friends & family / Being 
around kids 
Role Model/Sports Hero: Keilani Ricketts 
Favorite Sports Tradition: Announcement of starting 
lineups. 
Future Plans:  Earn Bachelor’s degree with double major 
in Criminal Justice & Psychology. 
Favorite Saber Memory: Beating Solon Softball for the 
first time in 10 years. 
Something people don’t know… I have 36 aunts and 
uncles. 
 

Coach: Scott Burke             
Family:   Kelli Burke (Wife) Baby Burke arriving in January!            
HS Attended:   Central DeWitt (2010)     
HS Sports/Honors:  Baseball and Basketball 

All-Conference, 3rd Team All-State Baseball 
College:  University of Northern Iowa            
Role Model:   My Dad. Taught me to work hard in everything I do.         
Favorite Sport Memory:  
Wes Washpun buzzer beater at MVC Tournament.   
Favorite Saber Memory:  
Going to State in baseball 2010 as a player and again in 2016 as a coach.   
 
 



  
 In 1933 the football team went 3-5-1 and played the first night game at Muscatine on the last game of the season.  It 

cost $3.95 for a roundtrip ticket from DeWitt to Chicago on the Northwestern R.R.  Garbage removal began in DeWitt 
and an ordinance was created to stop throwing paper on the streets.  The DeWitt Observer was second oldest business 
in town.  The boys basketball team would win the Blackhawk Conference under Coach Nat Baird.  Harold Birney was 
a multi-sport athlete and runs the 100-yard dash in 10.07 and the 200-yard dash in 25.6.  A horseshoe tournament was 
organized for the girls. 
 

In 1987 on one of the first days I was on the job at our school, Coach Neal Padget introduced me to a former player 
who was in our gym working out.  I will always remember that meeting because you don’t often meet individuals that 
are 7’ tall!  Alyn Thomsen was shooting hoops while on break from the University of Tulsa. Alyn was a stand-out 
basketball player for the Sabers when he attended Central DeWitt in the 80’s.  He was part of the 1984-85 team that 
went 15-6, holding opponents to 44 points per game.  He was second in scoring and rebounding.  He led the team in 
Blocked Shots with 102!  He still holds season and career records for the Sabers.  He was named 1st Team All-Big Bend 
and Honorable Mention All-Eastern Iowa by the Quad City Times.  He was also named the Des Moines Register “Prep 
of the Week” during the season.  In 1985-86 he led the team in Scoring, FG%, FT%, Rebounding and Blocked Shots.  
He averaged 18.7 points per game and currently ranks 10th in All-time Scoring.  The team set a school record that year 
for most wins in a row at 13.  He was named 1st Team All-Eastern Iowa by the Quad City Times, 5th Team All-State by 
the Des Moines Register and Honorable Mention All-State by the INA.  Alyn was nominated for the McDonald’s All-
American game.He was also a member of the Chamber Singers and Chorus.  Graduating in 1986, he was the first 
basketball player to receive a Division 1 basketball scholarship, signing with the University of Tulsa to play basketball.  
He was a 4-year Letterman at Tulsa and played in 109 games, starting 30.  He was a Captain his senior year.  He is 
currently ranked 10th on the Career Block Shot list.  He graduated from the University of Tulsa with a B.S. in 
Economics.  He went on to become the first basketball player from Central DeWitt to play professionally.  Alyn signed 
a free-agent contract with the LaCrosse, WI Catbirds of the Continental Basketball Association.  He played for head 
coach Flip Sauners and won the 1992 CBA Championship. He ended his basketball career playing professionally in 
Portugal. Alyn has worked in the pharmaceutical and medical device sales for the last 18 years. He is currently the 
Medical Education Manager of Titan Surgical Group in Lenexa, KS. Titan is an Arthrex agency that covers the western 
half of Missouri and all of Kansas. Alyn is married to Jeanne. They have 2 kids. Sloan,19, who is a pitcher at Johnson 
County, KS and Sawyer, 13, who is an avid volleyball player.  
 

Dr. Wallace Ash Inducted for Outstanding Contributions as a Friend of Central DeWitt High School 
Dr. Ash gave enormous support to the school as a long-time volunteer to the sports programs.  For 33 years, 
Dr. Ash was a visible presence on the Central Sabers Football sidelines.  Helping assess injuries and diagnosis 
treatments for both Central and the visitors’ squads.  As mentioned in The Observer, Dr. Ash even jokingly 
asked Coach Spangler if he should tell the opposing team’s injured player that he was not to return to the 
game.  Anything to help give Central’s teams the edge.  At one point during Dr. Ash’s tenure, he was honored 
by the Iowa High School Athletic Association as Team Physician of the year. Dr. Ash also gave his time to the 
school by serving as a Board Member for a number of years.  Dr. Ash was also instrumental in the development 
of the Hart Center (now the DeWitt Fitness Center) and promoted health and fitness for students and adults. 
 

Grant Henning   2014  Coe College    Baseball 
Tanner Clark   2016  Iowa Central Community College Baseball 
TJ Sikkema   2016  University of Missouri  Baseball 
Max Steffens   2016  Iowa Central Community College Baseball 
 
 



 

 

     Welcome back to the start of 2018-19 school year!  This year is going to fly by so take advantage of all your opportunities and 
take the initiative to challenge yourself.  Try something new.  Work hard and do things the right way!  Develop uncompromising 
high standards, set big goals and pursue your dreams.  You will never regret all the hard work you put into your endeavors!  I was 
VERY IMPRESSED with your efforts this summer in the weight room with our strength & conditioning program!!  We have never 
had that kind of sustained effort by so many athletes.  HARD WORK has rewards.  Keep doing what you have been doing and it 
will pay off in time.  You don’t know exactly when that opportunity is going to present itself but your efforts, hard work and great 
attitudes… will get rewarded.  The key is to keep working.  When you get a chance, thank your coaches for all the time they 
invested into your training this summer.  They are not compensated for their efforts but instead are doing it for the sake of your 
development and our programs.  A big THANKS to Coach LaKose for coordinating everything throughout the summer! 
     This is my 32nd year at Central DeWitt!  It is a great source of pride to me.  You can only imagine all the changes I have seen 
here since I first walked down that hallway for the first time in summer of 1987.  My first classroom was Mrs. Moulton’s room. 
That summer we remodeled the science rooms to become our “Discovery” science rooms.  They were dedicated to honor former 
Saber great, Dave Hilmers, who was the commander of the Space Shuttle Discovery.  I got to meet him when he attended the 
dedication that fall.  For the next 24 years I taught in what is now Mr. LaKose’s room.  I have nothing but great memories of that 
time.  So many changes have happened, but this time of the year, after a fresh coat of wax is on the floors and we have the heat 
and humidity of Iowa summers, the smell of the school takes me back to that first nervous trip down the hallways to start to work 
in my first classroom.  What a thrill! 
     I was 21 years old and had no idea what was ahead of me or where life might take me.  I was also hopeful that my hard work 
would pay off over time.  Jenny and I would not be married until the next summer and our kids were not on our radar.  If you took 
a look at the old yearbooks, you might see someone that resembled the person you see today although it was a much slimmer and 
youthful version.  I told Brant Petersen this summer my hairstyle was somewhat similar to his!  Mary, Mr. Pickup and Mr. Townsley 
came that same year and they had a little more youthful look themselves!  We were the young ones on staff and were surrounded 
by veteran teachers.  Mr. Ehrler, Anderson, Spangler, Fleagle, Beck, Raikes, Malooly, Eggleston, Cederoth, Utter, Hetrick… etc.  
These were all teachers with 25+ years of education under their belts and I was so fortunate to learn from that veteran staff.  They 
seemed so experience and knowledgeable and I really didn’t think I had a clue what was going on.  But here I am now and I don’t 
feel quite as old as all of those veterans seemed at the time although I know I am. 
     It has also been exciting to see the development, changes and growth in our school and in our community over all those years.  
We have had 3 school logos over that time and 2 school names.  We once had 5 schools in our District were we now have just 2, 
but what great improvements have happened to our buildings over time.  We added soccer, bowling and dance and Freshman can 
now compete on high school teams. There have been many more changes but the essence of what we are all about has not changed 
and I still recognize those core values that has made this community and school district so great over time. 
     I attended one of my good friends and mentor’s retirement party in June. Tom Danner is a coach and teacher I have got to know 
quite well over the years.  It started with our connection as wrestling coaches. Like other WD coaches, I discovered we were very 
like-minded and shared a lot of the same core values.  As our friendships have grown over the years, so has their age, and they 
have begun to retire, Coach Danner is the father of our own Mrs. Molton and I got a chance to speak at his retirement party in June.  
It was a great time, but Western Dubuque is really losing one of the all-time best.  Tom has been a great teacher and coach but he 
is even a better leader, role model, mentor and just a great all-around human being!  One thing that he preaches, which we often 
hear from our own Mr. Pickup, is about school PRIDE.  But the thing that caught my attention though, as he reminisced about his 
time at WD, was that as he looks back, the championships he has been a part of are not any more special than the seasons where 
they struggled for any kind of success.  He enjoyed it all… good and bad.  Over time it all can create great memories.  The key is 
to not look back and have regrets.  There are so many opportunities and experiences that lie ahead… enjoy the ride of your life!   
   

 

SABER PAWPRINTSSABER PAWPRINTS

Footnote 
Our Central DeWitt Hall of Fame that is displayed in our high school atrium can now be accessed electronically online.  Look for the link on 
our District Website at: www.dewittcentralhalloffame.weebly.com to access all of that information and look at some of our great  
history!  Here are this year’s Junior-Senior members of our Athletic Leadership Group: 
SB Katie Fox & Mackenzie Rosenboom WR Logan Pitts  & Jeff Fuller BTR  Mitch Michoski & Zach Hinkle 
FB  Hunter Wright & Ethan Pierce GBW RaeLynn Gibson & Denyse Turnquist GTR Brooke Jasper & Carly Small 
VB  Mya Cavanagh  & Sam Zeimet BB Lucas Bixby & Nolan Haack BGF Jake Swanson & Tucker Kinney 
GCC Maddie Peterson & Kyleen Irwin GBB Lauren Wisco & Lauren Cooper GSC Courtney Woodford & Carleigh Jefford 
BCC Beau Mannatt & Tanner Naeve BBB Brandt Petersen & Alex McAleer BSC Mason Braddock & Ezra Onken 
BBW Kyle Fox, Colby Ridgley  Spirit Kalli Bossom & Maddie Beuthein GGF Emily Swanson/Payton Preston/Karlee Volrath 
 

Club Notes: 
We had a great summer of youth baseball and softball.  Congratulations and THANKS to our youth coaches!!  We had a big number 
of our own HS runners involved in the Skeffington’s race.  We were also well represented at the BIX.  Our own SABER DASH will 
be run at 8:00 on Saturday, August 25 at the HS.  Sign up with Coach Olson and enjoy a great 5K event!   

 
 



This summer the Central DeWitt Saber Choirs had nine students attend an All State Camp at 
Wartburg College at the beginning of August.  We have fifteen students planning to audition for All 
State in October.  We have shifted around the structure  of  the choir program  this  year and  will be  

starting up a Men’s Choir.  Our fall musical is “The Little Mermaid” and look for audition materials on the drama website 
and auditions right at the beginning of the school year.  Our Homecoming song this year is “The Greatest Show” from  
The Greatest Showman.  We will perform that at the school pep fest in September. 

This summer Saber Drama became more technologically accessible with a website 
at carrieviel.wixsite.com/saberdrama and a Twitter account at:  twitter.com/SaberDrama. 
Through the website, students can view audition materials, rehearsal calendars, as well as information 

on seasonal productions and  how to  become involved.  Updates and  news announcements  will  be posted on Twitter; be 
sure to follow @SaberDrama!   The upcoming fall musical will take Central DeWitt on a new adventure under the sea 
on November 9 and 10 in Disney’s The Little Mermaid. Cast auditions take place August 27 and 28 in the auditorium with 
callbacks on August 30. Sign up outside Mrs. Viel’s room. Check the website to make sure you have all the necessary items. 
Crew applications are due August 30. Contact Mrs. Viel at carrie.viel@cd-csd.org if you have any questions on how you 
can be part of our theatre world! Graduate Micah Dennis held the lead role of Seymour in Little Shop of Horrors and Emilie  
Butler assisted with lights for the production.  
The Saber Speech Team will be gearing up for our 2018-2019 season with our kick-off meetings in September. Anyone 
interested in participating in speech, new or returning members, should plan to attend a kick-off meeting on either Tuesday, 
September 18th from 3:15-3:45 p.m. OR Wednesday, September 19th from 7:30-8:00 a.m. Both meetings will be held in  
Mrs. Magill's classroom (intermediate art room). Bring your friends! 

Contest dates: 
January 14 - WAMAC Large Group – Anamosa   February 18 - WAMAC Individual - Central DeWitt 
January 19 - District Large Group – Monticello   February 23 - District Individual - Northeast 
February 2 - State Large Group - Cedar Rapids Kennedy  March 9 - State Individual - North Scott 
February 16 - All State Large Group – ISU   March 25 - All State Individual - UNI 

  The band kicked of the summer with a mini-performance to open the Dubuque Colts Drum & Bugle 
Corps community performance in June.  Band students participated in the DeWitt Area  
Community   Band   this   summer  and  Clara  Lindner  '19  and   Jonathan  Green   '17 were  both  
featured soloist with the band this summer.  About 80 students participated in the 4th of July Parade 

doing their part for the school and community by leading the parade.  Colby Ridgley went to a Drum Major Camp, and 
about 12 people, including band students, parents, and Mr. Greubel's family had an impromptu drum circle during the 
Skeffington Race.  A jazz combo of Mr. Greubel, 4 students, and an CDHS alumni played music at the DeWitt Opera 
House.  3 students went to Wartburg Band Camp.  6 students traveled to Europe with the Iowa Ambassadors of Music 
program for about 20 days of concerts and touring.  12 students started working on the new All-State etudes, prepping for 
auditions this October.  The Flag Corps camp is August 4-5.  The 115+ Marching Sabers Pride will perform several 
Orchestral Transcriptions familiar to the ear, two of which were featured in the Disney Fantasia movies and the other two 
songs have been in children's TV shows such as Bug's Bunny and Little Einsteins.  The Pride will perform at all the home 
football games, the homecoming parade, three marching festivals including IHSMA State Contest, the All School Band  
Concert, and over Christmas break this year the band heads to Florida to participate in the Camping World Bowl. 

Friday, September 7th is DeWitt's Autumn  Festival.  See  Mrs.  Dunlavey  or  Mrs.  
Butler if you are interested in creating artwork in the contest.  Students will be able 
to  work  on  their  area  from  3-6pm  on  September  7th.  Chalk  contest  will take  
place between the community center and library.  
They will be attending another Cheer clinic on August 18th in Tiffin, Iowa and are looking forward  
to the season starting.  They have been practicing new routines to share with everyone! 
Mrs. Schlemme and Mrs. Kluesner are excited for their new position as the Head 7th grade through 
12th grade Dance coach.  The first meeting will be held Tuesday, August 28th after school 
at 3:05 in the Intermediate School library.  This is for all students 7th through 12th grades interested 
regardless of dance experience. Prep clinic, try-outs, future practices and performances will be 
discussed. We are very excited to get started and ready for the season to begin! 



 
FBLA:  Four students  ( Alexa Finley,   Jarred Carr,   Blake Lindsly,   Jack Campbell )  

participated in the FBLA National Conference in Baltimore, MD at the end of  
June.  New  FBLA  Officers  for our Dewitt chapter have been elected and we  
will have meetings  every other Friday during the school year. (Garrett Finley- 
President,  Katie Fox,  Maddie Peterson,  Reilly Clarke,  Lauren Cooper, Jack  
Campbell). 

FCA: It is a student-lead organization that allows students to come together to share  
their faith with one another . In  2018-19, we  would like to  grow in  numbers  
and have a larger impact in our school and sports teams.  

FCCLA: Meetings are the 2nd Thursday morning each month. 
http://blog.centralclinton.k12.ia.us/~vbetz/Site/Welcome.htmlFCCLA  

FFA: Over 35 FFA members competed in both the Clinton County Fair and Iowa State Fair this summer, helped 
with Farm Safety day, Lunch on the Dairy, Farmers Market, National Night Out and much more! FFA 
Yardlines are available for sale and must be purchased by August 30th from any FFA members. Our BBQ 
B4 Books/August Chapter Meeting will be held on Monday, August 27th at Westbrook Park and on August 
29th they will hold our Test Plot Appreciation Night.Highlights from the State Fair were: Heather Cernek: 
Reserve Grand Champion Premier exhibitor (early oats), Champion Sweet clover sheaf, Champion Early Oats 
grain, Reserve Champion early oats sheaf grains Spencer Paysen: Grand Champion Popcorn Division with 
strawberry popcorn, 2nd overall restored lawntractor, Devin Luskey: Reserve Grand Champion Early Oats 
grain, Madison Burke: Grand Champion Western Pleasure type horse, Graduated	members	Grace	Adams	and	
Rebecca	Martin	will	be	receiving	their	American	FFA	Degrees	in	November	Officers for the year are: Heather 
Cernek (President), Spencer Paysen (VP), Emma Sailor (Secretary), Carson Deppe (Treasurer), Noah Conrad  
(Reporter), Jacob Bratthauer (Sentinel).  http://www.dewittcentralffa.com  

JA TITAN: Practice will begin in September. 

Model UN: This program will follow the Youth Symposium program. 

YS: Youth Symposium is a fall program.  It is based on groups that establish preparatory U.S. policy using topics  
ranging from diplomacy to climate change. 

OOTM: Odyssey of the Mind will get started in October 

FTC: Here is what the Robotics Team has been working on over the summer:  Helped Mrs. Terri Smith run a 
robotics camp in June.  Organized a 4th of July float for our local parade.  Drove a Robot in the Skeffington 
Race.  Hosted a table at the Clinton County Fair.  Received a Booster Club grant for new work benches and 
cabinets.  Moved their lab to a new location.  Received a donation of a laser cutter, a C&C machine, and a 
3D printer from the TEC center.  Assisted another local FTC team (Davenport West) with hosting a booth at 
the Mississippi Valley Fair.  Presented at the Iowa State Fair courtesy of MidAmerican Energy.  The team is 
now preparing to attend a formal Kick-off for this year's challenge at John Deere World Headquarters in  
Moline where they will also be presenting.   

NHS: New NHS members will be inducted on October 1.  Students can apply this fall. 

STUCCO: STUCO members took the summer off but must be ready to go right when school begins to plan for 
homecoming. It will be the week of Sept 10-15 against Camanche.   Any incoming freshman interested in 
joining the club please email Maddie.peterson@cd-csd.org (STUCO President).  

 
 
 
 
It is the policy of the Central DeWitt Community School District not to discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, 
disability, religion, creed, age (for employment), marital status (for programs), sexual orientation, gender identity and socioeconomic 
status (for programs) in its educational programs and its employment practices. There is a grievance procedure for processing 
complaints of discrimination. If you have questions or a grievance related to this policy please contact Dr. Dan Peterson, Superintendent, 
331 E. 8th St., P.O. Box 110, DeWitt, IA  52742, phone 563-659-0700, or email dan.peterson@central-csd.org 


