
In this issue: 
 
BOWLING Records 
BASKETBALL Records 
Wrestling records 
Program Records 

 
Athlete Highlight 
Coach Highlight 
 
Saber History 
Collegiate Sabers 
Where are they now? 
Central Hall of Fame 
 
PAWPRINTS 
FOOTNOTES 
CLUBNOTES 
 
Overture 
 February 2017 

“ Perseverance is not a long race: It is many short 
races one after another.” – Walter Elliot 
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 GAME DAYGAME DAY
Season Records: 
 
 Bowling 
 boys  bw 4-4 5th wamac HC  B. Perdeiu 
 Girls  Bw 3-5 4th wamac/3rd Substate HC  S. Ketelsen  
        Coach  M. Mumm  
 

 Girls Basketball 
 7th Girls BB 12-0 ***** Coach  K. Danner 
 8th Girls BB 9-3  Coach  R. McAleer 
 9th GIrLS   BB 14-4  Coach  J. McEwen 
 JV      BB 7-14  Coach  O. Hinz 
 Varsity BB 9-13 Kali Roling Coach  C. Specht 
    1st Team All-waMaC HC C. Small 
 boys Basketball 
 7th Boys  BB 7-5  Coach  C. Ellis 
 8th Boys  BB 6-5  Coach  B. Goble 
 9th Boys  BB 18-4  Coach  burke/LaKose 
 10th  Boys   BB 17-4  Coach  G. Gallagher 
 Varsity BB 5-17  Coach  J. Cram 
    Matt Burke HC J. Frick 
    1st Team All-waMaC 
 Wrestling 
 7th   WR 51%  winning % Coach  J. Lancaster 
 8th   WR 51%  winning % Coach  E. Mercado 
 JV  WR       E. McCauly jv champ COACH  A. Grell 
 VARSITY   WR 15-5 10th at wamac Coach  A. Kruse 
       HC M. Ohnemus 
              Nick Smith 7th Pace Class 2A 220 pounds 
     

      
New Program records: 
 

Wrestling Individual wins/season #2 Nick smith (40) 
Wrestling Fall in a season #3 Reece westphal (24) 
Boys  Basketball 3-pt plays/season #1 Matt burke (6) 
 



          SABER spotlight 
SENIOR:  Ira Kuehn 
Activities & Honors:   
NHS, Wrestling (4X Letterman/2X Captain. 6th ranked) 
Hobbies:   
Fishing, Hunting, Weightlifting 
Role Model/Sports Hero:   
David Taylor 
Favorite Sports Tradition:   
Purple-Gold Wrestling Scrimmage 
Future Plans:   
Iowa State University (Major: Agribusiness & Economics) 
Favorite Saber Memory:   
Beating Mount Vernon this year. 
Something people don’t know…  
I enjoy reading. 
 

SENIOR:  Matt Burke 
Activities & Honors:   
Basketball (4 years/Honorable Mention All-WaMaC)  
Track (4 years/4x200 State Qualifier), 4X Academic 
Achievement, FFA, 4-H, Church Youth Group 
Hobbies:   
Hunting, Fishing, Anything to do with sports 
Role Model/Sports Hero:   
Isaiah Thomas 
Favorite Sports Tradition:   
Dances in locker room before basketball games. 
Future Plans:   
Degree in Business/Business Management.  Basketball. 
Favorite Saber Memory:   
Competing at State Track was really special. 
Something people don’t know…  
I am very much into the agriculture industry. 

SENIOR:  Kali Roling 
Activities & Honors:  Cross Country (Captain), Track, Basketball 
(Captain, 2nd Team All WaMaC-JR/1st Team All-WaMaC-SR), 
FCA Group Leader, FBLA, Athletic Leadership VP, NHS VP, 
Student Council, Class Secretary, St. Joe's Youth Group, 3rd 
Grade Sunday School Teacher 
Hobbies:  Running, Shopping, Playing the Ukelele 
Role Model/Sports Hero:  Lindsay Smith.  Someone I always 
looked up to as a little girl. 
Favorite Sports Tradition:  Getting subway before every game 
with Emily and the chant we always say before we go out of the 
locker room.  
Future Plans:  Attend St. Ambrose University to major in 
Premedical Exercise Science and play basketball  
Favorite Saber Memory:  Emily puking on the bus ride home 
from West Delaware junior year. 
Something people don’t know…  I have broken my nose three 
times playing basketball! 
 

SENIOR:  Katie Hall 
Activities & Honors:   
Bowling, Band, XC 
Hobbies:   
Netflix, Listening to Music 
Role Model/Sports Hero:   
Grandpa 
Favorite Sports Tradition:   
Distraction Practice 
Future Plans:   
Join the National Guard. 
Favorite Saber Memory:   
Conversations during bus rides. 
Something people don’t know…  
I hate running! 

Coach:  SETH KETELSEN (Head Girls Bowling) 
Family:   Parents - Bill and Jolene. Grandmothers - Velma, aka Sweetie (96) and Dorothy (83) 
HS Attended:   Central DeWitt 
HS Activities:   Cross Country and Track. Choir, Chamber Singers, National Honor Society,  

Boy Scouts, Biology Club, Plays & Musicals 
HS Tradition:   There was a concrete pig statue that stayed in the basement of the Opera House.  

That is where our play and musical productions were held every fall and spring,  
we (the actors) thought it would be nice to hide the pig on stage for our productions.  
Mr. Dean hated it, but we would stash that pig on stage somewhere different for  
every act. Sometimes it was obvious. Other times it was more hidden. However, the  
toughest set to hide it in was our production of the classic, Our Town. There were 2  
tables with 3 chairs at each and 2 ladders. That was the entire set. No matter where  
we put that pig, it stood out. But that pig made it on stage no matter what. 

Role Model: Personal - My parents. They each have great qualities that I wanted to emulate. My 
 mother's big picture perspective, work ethic, and fairness to all were qualities I have tried to implement in my life. 
My father's ability to see the humor in things taught me to not get too serious about stuff.  Bowling - Mike Aulby. 
His approach to the game and his smooth delivery were things worth watching. 

Favorite Sport Memory:  
From high school - watching my best friend Kristi Donovan play on the State Championship basketball team our freshman year. 
Personal - my 2nd perfect game. My parents happened to be visiting me in Wisconsin that night and the entire league had stopped 
bowling to watch me because they had never seen a perfect game thrown. 
Favorite Saber Moment:   
As a coach - Shelby Carrier winning the Individual Championship and the team winning 3rd place at the State Meet in 2014. 
 



 

Lucas Perdieu   2013  William Penn University  Bowling 
Christian Wright  2014  Luther College   Basketball 
Kyle Bauer   2014  University of Dubuque  Basketball 
Lucas Daniels   2015  University of Dubuque  Basketball 
Miranda Meland  2015  Platteville College   Basketball 
McClain Steffens  2015  Edgewood College   Basketball 
Amanda Brainerd  2016  Wayne State College   Basketball 

 

In 1928 a vacuum cleaner cost $39.50 and a new Chevy Roadster sold for $495.  The latest new indoor 
sport was Roller Hockey and a DeWitt team beat Morrison, Ill. 28-19.  Springbrook Country Club had just 
hired a club professional and the annual membership fee was $105.  Grand Mound physics class had 
completed a study on “How Forces Act Together”, and DeWitt had just hired new AD and future Hall of 
Famer, Nat Baird (21’).  His football team would begin the season losing to Clinton 37-0 and end the 
season with a 6-6 tie vs. Tipton.  There were 13 basketball games scheduled.  The community band 
consisted of 192 pieces and Clinton County votes for Republican and future president, Herbert Hoover. 
 

Rick Moeller is a 1970 graduate of Central that many of you will not know but this Central graduate has been one of the most 
influential people in my life.  Mr. Moeller or Coach Moeller is the person who inspired me to go into education when I was in 
high school.  At that time, I thought I would be a generational farmer but my father and mother insisted I attain a college 
degree.  Not knowing what else I might do as a sophomore at North Scott, I decided I wanted to be a teacher and a coach like 
my favorite biology teacher and football/wrestling coach… Mr. Moeller.  Rick grew up in DeWitt and was the son of Bill and 
Alice Moeller.  He has one brother, Hall of Fame athlete, Joel and two sisters, Jane (Buege) and Julie (Krukow).  He was a 4-
sport Letterman in football, basketball, track and baseball for the Sabers.  He was in Chamber Singers for 3 years, Choir and 
Men’s Choir.  He was involved in Drama all 4 years and had the lead in the musical ‘Lil Abner’.  He was a member of the 
NHS, Student Council and FTA.  He earned his B.A. from the University of Northern Colorado in Biological Sciences in 1974 
and his MS from the University of Iowa in 1978.  He was a teacher and coach at North Scott between 1978-1984 and Clinton 
from 1984-1988.  During that time, I also worked with him as a Park Ranger for the Army Corp of Engineers at Lock & Dam 
14.  He later moved to Colorado and taught in Loveland from 1988-2007.  He continued his work as a Park Ranger and has 
done seasonal work for 35 years.  He is now retired from teaching, living in Springfield, OR where he still works for the 
Oregon State Parks.  He has traveled to all 7 continents and as a teacher regularly brought high school groups to study in the 
Galapagos Islands.  He has been married to his wife Dianne for 38 years and have 2 children, Dustin & Eiron and 2 
grandchildren, Carter & Avery. 
 

Here is the 2017 Central Community Hall of Fame induction class: 
 
2003-2005 Girls Shuttle Hurdle Relay Team    2X State Champion & record holder. 
Capt. L. James Baird (29’)   Distinguished Graduate Commanded USS Goodrich in World War II. 
Dean Banowetz  (85')    Distinguished Graduate Emmy award winning Hollywood stylist. 
Jim Hand   (72')    Friend    Youth coach and longtime volunteer. 
Megan Machovec  (06')    Individual   Outstanding 5-sport athlete. 3X All-State SB. 
Matt Niemann  (02')    Individual   State Champion in 800 meter run. 
James Rutenbeck (70’)   Distinguished Graduate Emmy award winning filmmaker/producer. 
 



 

SABER PAWPRINTSSABER PAWPRINTS

Footnote 
Track, Soccer and Golf seasons are just getting started.  Get involved in a school activity.  We have lots to offer and you 
will increase your chance of future success if you do! Our wrestling mom won the Professional Division at the Booster 
Cake Auction.  Girls Basketball won the Student Division, Girls Soccer was 2nd and the Girls Golf Team was 3rd.  We 
had a great participation by our community and businesses in the bidding and generated close to $13,000 that night!  
Thanks everyone for your support and congratulations! Great job! 

Club Notes 
The Sabertooth Wrestling Club had another successful year with almost 150 wrestlers at the 27th Annual SWC Classic 
Tournament despite terrible weather.  4 of the SWC athletes qualified for the State AAU Wrestling Championships and 
5 2nd graders qualified to PeeWee State.  We again held our “Future Saber Night” and introduced youth girl basketball 
teams including over 100 players in grades 1-8.  We also had over 150 boys represented on teams in grades 2-8 for our 
Saber Boys Youth Basketball Night. We also provide opportunities in our community for youth bowling.  This winter 
we had over 80 participating in youth bowling leagues.  Thanks to all of our youth coaches and all you do!   

     About a month ago, I thought I would go to wrestling practice and join in a workout with the guys.  Over all the years of 
wrestling and being a wrestling coach, I know that it is a sport that is either in your blood OR you really don’t understand it 
and struggle to know why athletes would put themselves through all that they do.  I am someone that totally understands, 
appreciates and loves the sport.  Unlike other activities we enjoy in our lives, there are limited opportunities to stay involved in 
wrestling as we get older.  As a young coach, I used to participate in the “Open” division of some of the tournaments our 
wrestlers were competing in during the off-season. As I got older and less athletic it was becoming apparent to our guys… and 
to me… that their old coach was struggling both physically and emotionally so I had to hang it up.  So I try and take advantage 
of a practice a few times a year but it does not take long for me to remember how physically demanding it it.  Unfortunately, 
this time I hurt my shoulder a little so I have not been able to go in there since.  Jenny once again has had to shake her head at 
home wondering “When will I learn?” and “When will he give it up!” 
     Recently I have had dreams of the “good old days” and I was actually still competing in sports.  One night I was wrestling 
and the next night I was playing football once again.  We all know how real dreams can be and when I woke up I had those 
same feeling that I once felt as an actual athlete. Those emotions are hard to find or duplicate.  I used to mention to our athletes 
when I was still coaching, that they should really appreciate the opportunities they have now because these are very special 
times in their life.  I would love to do it all over again and sometimes really miss all the times I had competing.  What I would 
give up to go back and do it all over again!   
     For me, I have always had a passion for athletics.  Everyone has their own varying interest and part of being young is to find 
the things you are interested and passionate about.  I actually have a wide range of interest from cooking and flower gardening 
to singing and writing.  We are always discovering new things that we have an interest in as well as all sorts of things that we 
don’t do very well.  Occasionally, we stumble across something that interests us for a long time.  Sometimes those interest lead 
to a career path. If you are lucky enough to tie your passions into a chosen career pathway, then you might just be the lucky 
winner.  When you can spend a lifetime inspired by doing something that you love, then it seldom seems like work at all.  I’ve 
have had chance encounters with former students and athletes that have expressed their passions through their careers for all 
sorts of things… law enforcement, health careers, engineering, agriculture, the arts and the list goes on.  
     Why is it that we do what we do and why are we sometimes driven in our pursuits?  I’m not completely sure but I do know 
that most all of those pursuits are in our control… past, present or future.  Celebrate your past and don’t miss a chance to learn 
from it.  Often we can learn valuable lessons, sometimes as the result of failure that we can apply to future endeavors.  When 
we turn adversity in our lives into an opportunity for growth we are taking advantage of one of the greatest means to shape our 
lives. Get involved in your present and don’t take for granted all the opportunities that are right in front of us.  Be mindful not 
to waste the time you will never be getting back. Become a participant in life and pursue excellence.  Develop a sense of 
commitment and set your goals with high standards.  Don’t sell yourself short.  Believe in yourself, make the necessary 
sacrifices and make something of YOUR future.  The pursuit of high ideals in any endeavor is something worthwhile. Robert 
Browning once wrote, “Ah, but a man’s reach should exceed his grasp or what’s a heaven for?” It continues to be one of my 
favorite quotes. 
     This is my 30th year of teaching, coaching and now working as an Activities Director in our District and I can really say that 
I have appreciated all my time here. Similarly, I have enjoyed all the other aspects of my life as well such as being a husband, 
father, student, athlete, and all the other titles we use to describe our time on earth.  Just like my passion of sports… wouldn’t I 
love to go back and do it all over again, especially knowing what I know now?  But that would only be to experience it all over 
again, not necessarily to change a whole lot.  My guess is that I would still end up in the same place because somewhere along 
the line I found something that inspired me and made a choice to pursue it.  All of us continue to have those opportunities right 
in front of us, so get out there and make something of this special day.   
 



Our choirs just held their Masterworks concert, which were movements from a Mozart Mass.  Chamber 
Singers attended a Mallards game to sing the National Anthem and did a tremendous job all winter at all our 
sporting events!  The attended a first every, State Jazz Festival and earned a Division II ranking.  Next up will 
be Solo & Ensemble contest followed by IHSMA Large Group contest both hosted here at Central Dewitt. 

 
The following groups earned a "I" rating and will advance to State:  Two groups earned All-State. 
Ensemble Acting -  Mili Saliu and Hannah Dennis 
Ensemble Acting -  Hope Petersen, Rachel Green, Carter Myers, Colby Ridgley, Jonathan Green 
Group Improvisation -  Micah Dennis, Jonathan Green, Cole Westphal, Jacob Townsley 
Group Improvisation -  Julian Winckler and Carlos Preciado 
Group Improvisation -  Noah Conard, Karsen Kettwick, Allison Fosdick, Elliot Boesch 

All-State***** Group Mime -  Hannah Dennis and Megan Johnson 
Readers Theatre -  Emma Haley, Sierra Petersen, Hope Petersen, Jenna Wiese, Lukas DeHaan, Paige 

Ernst, Caleista Meyne, Maria Anderson, Jeanette Duwa, Clara Huber 
Short Film -  Emma Rossmiller, Jacob Townsley, Kody Craddick, Donovan Good, Kevin Kelly, 

Cole Westphal 
Short Film -  Carter Myers, Beau Manatt, Rachel Green, Colby Ridgley, Collin Ridgley, Lukas 

DeHaan 
Solo Mime -  Jenna Law 

All-State***** TV News -  Sarah Watson, Maria Anderson, Hannah Butler, Ira Kuehn, Kody Craddick, Tyler 
Bossom 

 
 The Pep Band has been busy supporting the basketball programs this winter.  The Jazz Band headed to 

IHSMA State Jazz and received a Division 2 Excellent rating.  The Jazz Band will compete at several other 
festivals this winter.  2 band students participated in the NEIBA District Honor Jazz Band in early 
January.  12 band students participated at the Augustana Honor Band Festival over Martin Luther King Jr. 
weekend and 17 band students are attending the Wartburg Meistersinger Honor Band Festival the first 
weekend in February.  The concert band will give its concert on Sunday, February 26th at 7pm.  This year's 
concert band focus is "A Passport Tour", and the band is traveling all over the world. 

 
40 works of art from Central DeWitt Artists were on display at the Quad City Arts Festival of Trees. 
20 works of art are currently on display at the Maquoketa Art Experience.  Our K-12 District wide art display 
will be at the Opera House from Feb 27th- April 7th.  Artwork will be 2-D media and feature the work of 
approximately 20 artists from each school.  Click on the link below to see our art and highlights of  
the art show, then select "Festival of Trees": 
http://www.dunlaveysaberart.com/DunlaveyWebsite/Art_Shows/Art_Shows.html 

 
4 Central DeWitt artists were awarded the prestigious Scholastic Art & Writing award.   

Maggie Murphy, "Sammie" Scratch Art (Dog) 
Julia Campbell, "Corny" Beans, Paint and Shoes (Corn Shoes) 
Sadie Fahrenkrug "Insanity" Acrylic on Paper 
KayLee Kuehl, Writing Portfolio, Silver Key 

 
Check out the artwork attached or with this link: 
http://dunlaveysaberart.com/DunlaveyWebsite/Art_Shows/Pages/Scholastic_Art_Awards.html 

 
8 cheerleaders participated in both basketball and wrestling cheer this season.   
Tryouts for 2017-18 will be held this spring!  

 
 Our Dance team had 6 girls perform at a winter basketball game.  Kayla Wagner was selected  
 as an All-Iowa Honor Dance Team performer and will dance March 4 in Des Moines at the  
 Boys State Basketball game. 

 



 
FBLA: 
Partnered with the DCDC to host a Holiday Hustle in November and will attend a Spring Leadership Conference in April.  

FCA: 
Casey Kreiter, Longsnapper for the Denver Broncos spoke to the FCA Huddle in February.  Meetings are held on the 2nd  
Friday of the month.  Coach Miller, Machovec and Moulton lead our huddle. 

FCCLA: 
Members sold Valentine Cookies in February. They will attend a spring retreat with Bettendorf, North Scott and Cal Wheat 
at Grace Camp in March.  Committees are meeting now!  They were involved in Iowa State University Behind the Scenes 
Day:  Feb. 10.  They also are hosting Ohana Lunch Buddies with Intermediate School students and PTO Babysitting.   
Meetings are the 2nd Thursday morning each month. http://blog.centralclinton.k12.ia.us/~vbetz/Site/Welcome.htmlFCCLA  

FFA: 
FFA members have been practicing career development events, applying for Iowa Degrees and filling out applications for 
proficiency awards. 28 members competed at the Sub-District Event. Advancing to Districts were: Conduct of Meetings 
(Kailey Clark, Spencer Paysen, Yana Sperry, Heather Cernek, Jacob Bratthauer, Carson Deppe, Maddie Vinson) Creed 
Speaking (Emma Sailor) 2nd Place State Diversified Livestock Proficiency Award (Rebecca Martin)  1st Place State 
Agricultural Education Proficiency Award, Advance to Nationals.  8 FFA leaders attended the 32nd FFA Legislative 
Symposium Day at the Iowa State Capitol in January. They AGvocated for agricultural education and FFA programs. They 
told met with Senator Hart and Representative Mommsen.  National FFA week is February 18th-25th this year. Look for our  
promotional items on our website at www.dewittcentralffa.com   

JA TITAN: 
Is done for the year. 

Model UN: 
Model UN is preparing for Spring conference. 

YS: 
Youth Symposium is preparing for Spring conference. 

OOTM: 
Two middle school teams continue to prepare for their State competition in March. 

FTC: 
The Finger Puppet Mafia hosted a league tournament on January 28th that determined advancement in the FTC playoffs.  19 
teams battled for 8 spots, hosted by Pleasant Valley and former Central DeWitt graduate Grant Housman.  Of the 24 total  
teams that will participate in that event, 16 will move onto the state tournament February 24-25 in Coralville, IA.   

NHS: 
NHBarnes Foodland, Kwik Star and Hill Chiropractic generously donated everything needed for a Thanksgiving dinner.  
NHS members collected non-perishable food items and grant money from Mississippi Valley Regional Blood Center, was 
used to buy additional items.  They collected 72 units in a successful blood drive in December.  DeWitt Bank & Trust made 
a donation to the NHS after running a coat check for their Christmas party.  Proceeds will fund a blanket project at 
Westwing an idea by Rachel Schnack.  Sarah Watson organized filling "Little Libraries," with books from NHS 
members.  Matt Marvin and Kody Craddick led the way!  4 members attended a Leadership Summit in Maquoketa. "Pennies  
for Patients" campaign for the Leukemia & Lymphoma Society.  Mark your calendars, May 3 is our next blood drive. 

Student Council: 
They will host a neon RAVE in the auxiliary gym on February 23. Money raised will go towards projects headed by Student 
Council within our school and community.  3 members will travel to Washington D.C. for the Community Anti-Drug 
Coalition of America Conference. CADCA trains and educates teachers, parents, and students on the risks of underage 
drinking, drugs, and other abusive substances.  They are researching "Operation Prom" to bring back to our HS the  
awareness and dangers of distracted driving and driving under the influence. This year it will be called "Vanity Fair."  

It is the policy of the Central DeWitt Community School District not to discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, 
sex, disability, religion, creed, age (for employment), marital status (for programs), sexual orientation, gender identity and 
socioeconomic status (for programs) in its educational programs and its employment practices. There is a grievance procedure 
for processing complaints of discrimination. If you have questions or a grievance related to this policy please contact Dr. Dan 
Peterson, Superintendent, 331 E. 8th St., P.O. Box 110, DeWitt, IA  52742, phone 563-659-0700, or email dan.peterson@central-
csd.org 


