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Board Meeting Update 

 

 
March 12, 2015 
 
Central Constituents, 
 
As I do every month, the following are the highlights of the March 11, 2015 regular school board meeting.  I 
hope you enjoy these updates that are focused on keeping you informed of what is taking place at the school 
board table.   
 

 If you would like to view any of the public documents that are available to the board, you can visit our 
BoardDocs site to view the agenda and the supporting documents that go with each agenda item.  This 
information can be found at this site.  If you’d like to view the video recording of last night’s meeting, 
you can view the meeting on our school board YouTube channel at this link.  
 

 Lonny Truelsen and Tom Prombo, CHS Industrial Tech teachers, gave a presentation on the Building & 
Trades program they are developing with Mr. Pickup.  This is a program and career pathway we’ve 
been discussing for several years, and we’re now in the planning phase of getting this program going.  I 
would encourage you to watch the video for more information.  This will be a great opportunity for our 
students in the future, and it will be a change from our traditional woods program to one that is more 
hands-on and relevant to potential careers in the many areas that Building & Trades can give students.  
There will be an implementation phase over the next few years to get this program going in our school 
district, and our teachers and administration are very excited about the opportunities it will provide 
our high school students. 

 

 The board discussed capital projects taking place in the school district.  There will not be anything 
additional taking place during the summer of 2015, other than finishing the outdoor athletics complex 
work that is already planned and started, including expanding the home football bleachers, 
constructing new visitor bleachers with a press box, and installing permanent seating at the 
competition baseball and softball fields.   

 

 The board approved a proposal for our school district to enter into a partnership with Mississippi Bend 
AEA and the New Teacher Center (NTC) to establish a consortium of school districts that will share a 
new mentoring and induction program for first and second year teachers, new to the field of 
education.  Districts are required to have a mentoring and induction program for new teachers, and we 
have had one in place for many years.  This new consortium, through NTC, will utilize their research-
based approach and provide new teachers with an instructional coach that will be able to work with 
them one-on-one for approximately two hours per week.  This is going to be a great way to build up 
these new teachers and invest in their professional learning from the moment they start their new 
careers in education. 

http://www.boarddocs.com/ia/central/Board.nsf/vpublic?open
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9DmdTd7_PtA&feature=youtu.be
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 Under the personnel report, the board approved the following: 
o Hire Karin McCulloh as Middle School Family Consumer Science Teacher 
o Increase Haily Delf from .75 to full-time as High School Language Arts Teacher 
o Transfer Katie Burgmeier from Elementary Guidance Counselor to Intermediate Guidance 

Counselor 
o Resignation of Bethany Hovland as Ekstrand Special Education Teacher 
o Hire Sydney Gray as 1st Grade Teacher 
o Hire Megan Till as 3rd Grade Teacher 
o Hire Kayla Naber as 6th Grade Teacher 
o Hire Melissa Dever as 6th Grade Teacher 
o Transfer Tatiana McConnell from 5th Grade Teacher to Intermediate Reading Teacher 
o Resignation of Michael McGruder as Elementary Physical Education Teacher and Assistant 

Varsity Girls Basketball Coach 
o Resignation of Michael Ernst as Assistant Varsity Boys Basketball Coach 
o Resignation of Mark Kurtz as Head Varsity Girls Basketball Coach 
o Retirement of Rosie Biel as Cook at the Intermediate School 
o Increase Mallory Shumate from 4 to 5.5 hours per day as Intermediate Cook 
o Retirement of Pat Lannen as Bus Driver 

 

 The board again discussed the 2015-2016 calendar, and after deliberation, they decided not to approve 
a calendar until the Iowa Legislature decides what rules school districts will need to follow in 
developing their calendars.  Right now we have three calendars with students starting on August 19, 
August 24, and August 31.  The board will wait to approve a calendar until we receive further guidance 
from the Legislature. 
 

 There was extensive conversation regarding the school’s budget for 2015-2016.  As of now, school 
districts still do not know what the Iowa Legislature is going to do with school funding for next year.  By 
law, they are supposed to set school funding 18 months in advance, but it didn’t happen during last 
year’s legislative session, and we are again waiting for them this year.  Not knowing if there will be any 
additional state supplemental aid coming to school districts, we have to plan for no increase in student 
funding (0%).  At the April board meeting the board will set the property tax rate for next year, and 
unless we hear anything different from the Iowa Legislature, we have to publish and approve a budget 
with a 0% increase.  If this would happen, it could cause a property tax increase in our school district.  
The district’s current property tax rate is $15.078 per taxable thousand.  The following are a few 
scenarios of what would happen with various state supplemental aid packages for school districts. 

o Current property tax rate:  $15.078 
o 0% state supplemental aid:  $15.257 
o 1% state supplemental aid:  $15.077 
o 1.25% state supplemental aid:  $15.032 (proposed by the Governor and Republican Party) 
o 2% state supplemental aid:  $14.909 
o 3% state supplemental aid:  $14.852 
o 4% state supplemental aid:  $14.902 (proposed by the Democratic Party) 
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Many people don’t realize that the increases or lack thereof in state supplemental aid can impact 
property taxes for our constituents to this degree.  The district’s budget will be published at 0%, but if 
action is taken by the Legislature to increase state supplemental aid, the property tax rate can be 
decreased at a later time. 

 
Those are the highlights of last night’s regular meeting.  The next regular board meeting is on Wednesday, 
April 8, 2015, at 6:00 pm, in the Central Middle School Media Center.  If you have any comments, questions, or 
concerns regarding what I’ve written here…or regarding anything else, please do not hesitate to contact me! 

Thank you, 

 

Dr. Dan Peterson, Superintendent 
Central Community School District 


